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Nearly every empire worthy of the name--from ancient Rome to the United States--has sought an Egyptian
obelisk to place in the center of a ceremonial space. Obelisks--giant standing stones, invented in Ancient
Egypt as sacred objects--serve no practical purpose. For much of their history their inscriptions, in Egyptian
hieroglyphics, were completely inscrutable. Yet over the centuries dozens of obelisks have made the voyage
from Egypt to Rome, Constantinople, and Florence; to Paris, London, and New York. New obelisks and even
obelisk-shaped buildings rose as well--the Washington Monument being a noted example. Obelisks,
everyone seems to sense, connote some very special sort of power. This beautifully illustrated book traces
the fate and many meanings of obelisks across nearly forty centuries--what they meant to the Egyptians, and
how other cultures have borrowed, interpreted, understood, and misunderstood them through the years. In
each culture obelisks have taken on new meanings and associations. To the Egyptians, the obelisk was the
symbol of a pharaoh's right to rule and connection to the divine. In ancient Rome, obelisks were the
embodiment of Rome's coming of age as an empire. To nineteenth-century New Yorkers, the obelisk in
Central Park stood for their country's rejection of the trappings of empire just as it was itself beginning to
acquire imperial power. And to a twentieth-century reader of Freud, the obelisk had anatomical and
psychological connotations. The history of obelisks is a story of technical achievement, imperial conquest,
Christian piety and triumphalism, egotism, scholarly brilliance, political hubris, bigoted nationalism,
democratic self-assurance, Modernist austerity, and Hollywood kitsch--in short, the story of Western
civilization.
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From reader reviews:

David Hester:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Obelisk: A History (Publications of the Burndy Library). Try to make book
Obelisk: A History (Publications of the Burndy Library) as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend
when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Melvin Smith:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Obelisk: A History
(Publications of the Burndy Library)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Mary Gobeil:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Obelisk: A History (Publications
of the Burndy Library). All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Diane Dockins:

Often the book Obelisk: A History (Publications of the Burndy Library) has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.
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