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Mexico's leading poet, essayist, and cultural critic writes of a Mexican poet of another time and another
world, the world of seventeenth-century New Spain. His subject is Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, the most
striking figure in all of Spanish-American colonial literature and one of the great poets of her age.

Her life reads like a novel. A spirited and precocious girl, one of six illegitimate children, is sent to live with
relatives in the capital city. She becomes known for her beauty, wit, and amazing erudition, and is taken into
the court as the Vicereine's protégée. For five years she enjoys the pleasures of life at court--then abruptly, at
twenty, enters a convent for life. Yet, no recluse, she transforms the convent locutory into a literary and
intellectual salon; she amasses an impressive library and collects scientific instruments, reads insatiably,
composes poems, and corresponds with literati in Spain. To the consternation of the prelates of the Church,
she persists in circulating her poems, redolent more of the court than the cloister. Her plays are performed,
volumes of her poetry are published abroad, and her genius begins to be recognized throughout the Hispanic
world. Suddenly she surrenders her books, forswears all literary pursuits, and signs in blood a renunciation of
secular learning. The rest is silence. She dies two years later, at forty-six.

Octavio Paz has long been intrigued by the enigmas of Sor Juana's personality and career. Why did she
become a nun? How could she renounce her lifelong passion for writing and learning? Such questions can be
answered only in the context of the world in which she lived. Paz gives a masterly portrayal of the life and
culture of New Spain and the political and ideological forces at work in that autocratic, theocratic, male-
dominated society, in which the subjugation of women was absolute.

Just as Paz illuminates Sor Juana's life by placing it in its historical setting, so he situates her work in relation
to the traditions that nurtured it. With critical authority he singles out the qualities that distinguish her work
and mark her uniqueness as a poet. To Paz her writings, like her life, epitomize the struggle of the individual,
and in particular the individual woman, for creative fulfillment and self-expression.
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From reader reviews:

David Cain:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith
(Or, the Traps of Fiath) to read.

Eric Langley:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the
Traps of Fiath) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Eugene Williams:

The ability that you get from Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath) is the more deep you
looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath) giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
through anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Sor Juana: Or, the
Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath) instantly.

Betty Dunham:

Beside this kind of Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath) in your phone, it can give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community.
It is good thing to have Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath) because this book offers to
you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this
book in addition to read it from now!
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