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When was Christmas first celebrated? How did December 25 become the official date for Christmas? How
did the Bible's "magi from the East" become three kings named Melchior, Caspar, and Balthasar who rode
camels from three different continents to worship the newborn Christ? Why did medieval and Renaissance
artists often portray Joseph as an old man? When did the first Christmas music appear? And who was the real
St. Nicholas, and how did he become one of the most famous of al Christian saints? These and many other
questions are answered in The Origins of Christmas. The story of the origins of Christmas is not well known,
but it is a fascinating tale. It begins when Christmas did not exist, and finishes when Christmas had become
an integral part of Christian life and Western culture. The Origins of Christmas covers a variety of topics in a
concise and accessible style and is suitable for group discussions. Chapters are "The Birth of Jesus,"
"Creating the Christmas Story," "Creating Christmas Day and the Christmas Season," "Jesus, Mary, the
Magi, and an Obscure Asian Bishop," and "The Popular Acceptance of Christmas. "Joseph F. Kelly, PhD,
who chairs the religious studies department at John Carroll University, is also active in the religious
education apostolate of the Diocese of Cleveland. The World of the Early Christians (1997), The Problem of
Evil in the Western Tradition (2002), and Responding to Evil (2003), published by Liturgical Press, are
among his nine previous books.
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From reader reviews:

Caroline Petrie:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Origins of Christmas as the daily resource
information.

Tony Hill:

The guide with title The Origins of Christmas has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot
of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Stanley Hanson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Origins of Christmas e-book written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Origins of Christmas as good book not simply by the
cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Christopher Bohner:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Origins of Christmas or others sources were
given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to
include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Origins of
Christmas to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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