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The Earth's biodiversity-the rich variety of life on our planet-is disappearing at an alarming rate. And while
many books have focused on the expected ecological consequences, or on the aesthetic, ethical, sociological,
or economic dimensions of this loss, Sustaining Life is the first book to examine the full range of potential
threats that diminishing biodiversity poses to human health.

Edited and written by Harvard Medical School physicians Eric Chivian and Aaron Bernstein, along with
more than 100 leading scientists who contributed to writing and reviewing the book, Sustaining Life presents
a comprehensive--and sobering--view of how human medicines, biomedical research, the emergence and
spread of infectious diseases, and the production of food, both on land and in the oceans, depend on
biodiversity. The book's ten chapters cover everything from what biodiversity is and how human activity
threatens it to how we as individuals can help conserve the world's richly varied biota. Seven groups of
organisms, some of the most endangered on Earth, provide detailed case studies to illustrate the contributions
they have already made to human medicine, and those they are expected to make if we do not drive them to
extinction. Drawing on the latest research, but written in language a general reader can easily follow,
Sustaining Life argues that we can no longer see ourselves as separate from the natural world, nor assume
that we will not be harmed by its alteration. Our health, as the authors so vividly show, depends on the health
of other species and on the vitality of natural ecosystems.

With a foreword by E.O. Wilson and a prologue by Kofi Annan, and more than 200 poignant color
illustrations, Sustaining Life contributes essential perspective to the debate over how humans affect
biodiversity and a compelling demonstration of the human health costs. It is the winner of the Gerald L.
Young Book Award in Human Ecology Best Sci-Tech Books of 2008 for Biology by Gregg Sapp of Library
Journal
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From reader reviews:

James Brown:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Sustaining Life:
How Human Health Depends on Biodiversity? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Willie Coffey:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Sustaining Life: How Human Health
Depends on Biodiversity. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Carolyn Rodriguez:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Sustaining Life: How Human Health Depends on Biodiversity your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get previous to. The Sustaining Life: How Human Health Depends on Biodiversity
giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Earl Casey:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have
that. What you must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books.
One of many books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Sustaining Life: How Human Health
Depends on Biodiversity. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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