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The scandal over modern music has not died down. While paintings by Pablo Picasso and Jackson Pollock
sell for a hundred million dollars or more, shocking musical works from Stravinsky's Rite of Spring onward
still send ripples of unease through audiences. At the same time, the influence of modern music can be felt
everywhere. Avant-garde sounds populate the soundtracks of Hollywood thrillers. Minimalist music has had
a huge effect on rock, pop, and dance music from the Velvet Underground onward. Alex Ross, the brilliant
music critic for The New Yorker, shines a bright light on this secret world, and shows how it has pervaded
every corner of twentieth century life.
 
The Rest Is Noise takes the reader inside the labyrinth of modern sound. It tells of maverick personalities
who have resisted the cult of the classical past, struggled against the indifference of a wide public, and defied
the will of dictators. Whether they have charmed audiences with the purest beauty or battered them with the
purest noise, composers have always been exuberantly of the present, defying the stereotype of classical
music as a dying art.
 
Ross, in this sweeping and dramatic narrative, takes us from Vienna before the First World War to Paris in
the twenties, from Hitler's Germany and Stalin's Russia to downtown New York in the sixties and seventies.
We follow the rise of mass culture and mass politics, of dramatic new technologies, of hot and cold wars, of
experiments, revolutions, riots, and friendships forged and broken. In the tradition of Simon Schama's The
Embarrassment of Riches and Louis Menand's The Metaphysical Club, the end result is not so much a
history of twentieth-century music as a history of the twentieth century through its music.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

This The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century book is just not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This specific The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century without we understand teach
the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Rest Is Noise:
Listening to the Twentieth Century can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Rest
Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Deborah Ayers:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth
Century, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Paul Mackey:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century
can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the
Twentieth Century.

Alex Tipton:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth
Century was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Rest Is Noise:
Listening to the Twentieth Century has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book
for you personally and try to like reading this.
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