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This timely examination of Alabama’s severely criticized state constitution will serve as an indispensable
guide for legislators and citizens considering reform of the outdated document.

Alabama’s present constitution, adopted in 1901, is widely viewed as the source of many, if not most, of the
state’s historic difficulties and inequities. Chief among these is a poorly funded school system, an
imbalanced tax system that favors special business interests, legislated racism, and unchecked urban sprawl.
Many citizens believe that, after 100 years of overburdening amendments and confusing addendums, the
constitution urgently needs rewriting.

With this book, Bailey Thomson has assembled the best scholarship on the constitution, its history, and its
implications for the future. Historian Harvey H. Jackson III details the degree to which the 1901 document
was drafted as a legal tool to ensure white supremacy at the expense of poor whites and blacks, while Joe A.
Sumners illustrates how the constitution ties the hands of elected civic leaders by handing authority for local
decisions to state government in Montgomery. James W. Williams Jr. explores the impact of the state
constitution on the beleaguered tax system and the three principal “revenue crises” it has engendered.
Thomson’s own contribution explains how, in contrast to the previous failed attempts for constitutional
change by past governors who appealed to their fellow power brokers, the current reform movement arose
from the grassroots level.

As citizens and politicians in Alabama review the 1901 constitution for revision, as they navigate the pitfalls
and opportunities inherent in change, it is incumbent that they inform themselves adequately on the
controversies that have swirled around the constitution since its adoption. The future of Alabama’s
government will depend upon it, as will the fortunes of Alabama’s business interests and the well-being of
every citizen in the state for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Griffin:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question
since just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular A Century of
Controversy: Constitutional Reform in Alabama to read.

Stephanie Sellers:

The particular book A Century of Controversy: Constitutional Reform in Alabama has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Andrew Purdie:

A Century of Controversy: Constitutional Reform in Alabama can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing A
Century of Controversy: Constitutional Reform in Alabama nevertheless doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Edward Franco:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the A Century of Controversy: Constitutional Reform in Alabama when you necessary it?
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