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In the mid-eleventh century, secular Byzantine poetry attained a hitherto unseen degree of wit, vividness, and
personal involvement, chiefly exemplified in the poetry of Christophoros Mitylenaios, Ioannes Mauropous,
and Michael Psellos. This is the first volume to consider this poetic activity as a whole, critically
reconsidering modern assumptions about Byzantine poetry, and focusing on Byzantine conceptions of the
role of poetry in society.

By providing a detailed account of the various media through which poetry was presented to its readers, and
by tracing the initial circulation of poems, this volume takes an interest in the Byzantine reader and his/her
reading habits and strategies, allowing aspects of performance and visual representation, rarely addressed, to
come to the fore. It also examines the social interests that motivated the composition of poetry, establishing a
connection with the extraordinary social mobility of the time. Self-representative strategies are analyzed
against the background of an unstable elite struggling to find moral justification, which allows the study to
raise the question of patronage, examine the discourse used by poets to secure material rewards, and explain
the social dynamics of dedicatory epigrams. Finally, gift exchange is explored as a medium that underlines
the value of poetry and confirms the exclusive nature of intellectual friendship.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Orlowski:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible
Writing and Reading Byzantine Secular Poetry, 1025-1081 (Oxford Studies in Byzantium)? Maybe it is
being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Larry Munoz:

The book Writing and Reading Byzantine Secular Poetry, 1025-1081 (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the great thing like a book Writing and Reading Byzantine Secular Poetry, 1025-1081 (Oxford Studies
in Byzantium)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Writing and
Reading Byzantine Secular Poetry, 1025-1081 (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Myra McKenzie:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important for us. The book Writing and Reading Byzantine Secular
Poetry, 1025-1081 (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) had been making you to know about other know-how and
of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Writing and
Reading Byzantine Secular Poetry, 1025-1081 (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Writing and Reading
Byzantine Secular Poetry, 1025-1081 (Oxford Studies in Byzantium). You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Chelsie Salls:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Writing and Reading Byzantine Secular Poetry, 1025-1081 (Oxford Studies in
Byzantium) book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here
are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer connected with Writing and Reading Byzantine Secular Poetry, 1025-1081 (Oxford



Studies in Byzantium) content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and
e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Writing and
Reading Byzantine Secular Poetry, 1025-1081 (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?
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