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Rural fires were an even more persistent scourge than famine in late imperial Russia, as Cathy Frierson
showsin this first comprehensive study. Destroying almost three billion rubles’ worth of property in
European Russia between 1860 and 1904, accidental and arson fires acted as a brake on Russia’ s economic
development while subjecting peasants to perennial shocksto their physical and emotional condition. The
fire question captured the attention of educated, progressive Russians, who came to perceived it as akey
obstacle to Russia’ s becoming a modern society in the European model.

Using sources ranging from literary representations and newspaper articles to statistical tables and court
records, Frierson demonstrates the many meanings fire held for both peasants and the educated elite. To
peasants, it was an essential source of light and warmth as well as a destructive force that regularly ignited
their cramped villages of wooden, thatch-roofed huts. Absent the rule of law, they often used arson to gain
justice or revenge, or to exert social control over those who would violate village norms. Frierson shows that
the vast magjority of arson cases in European Russia were not peasant-against-gentry acts of protest but
peasant-against-peasant acts of "self-help” law or plain spite.

Both the state and individual progressives set out to resolve the fire question and to educate, cgjole, or coerce
the peasantry into the modern world. Fire insurance, building codes, "scientific" village layouts, and
volunteer firefighting brigades reduced the average number of buildings consumed in each blaze, but none of
these measures succeeded in curbing the number of fires each year.

More than anything else, this history of fire and arson in rural European Russiais a history of their cultural
meanings in the late imperial campaign for modernity. Frierson shows the special associations of women
with firein rura life and in elite understanding of fire in the Russian countryside. Her study of thefire
guestion demonstrates both peasant agency in fighting fire and educated Russians hardening conviction that
peasants stood in the way of Russia's advent into the company of prosperous, rational, civilized nations.
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From reader reviews:
David L acey:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chanceto read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this All Russials Burning!: A Cultural History of Fireand Arsonin
Late Imperial Russia (Samuel and Althea Stroum Books).

LorenelLord:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guysthis particular aren't like that. This All Russials Burning!: A Cultural History of Fireand Arsonin Late
Imperial Russia (Samuel and Althea Stroum Books) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style.
Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease
the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with All Russials Burning!: A Cultural
History of Fire and Arson in Late Imperial Russia (Samuel and Althea Stroum Books) content conveys the
thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking All Russia s Burning!: A Cultural History of Fireand
Arson in Late Imperial Russia (Samuel and Althea Stroum Books) is hot loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Karen Rodriguez:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled All Russials Burning!: A Cultural History of Fire
and Arson in Late Imperial Russia (Samuel and Althea Stroum Books) can be very good book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Kathryn Hill:

As astudent exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary
for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their pastime.
They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful



picson there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this All Russials Burning!: A Cultural History of Fire and Arson in Late Imperial Russia (Samuel and
Althea Stroum Books) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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