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From 1868–1872, German geologist Ferdinand von Richthofen went on an expedition to China. His reports
on what he found there would transform Western interest in China from the land of porcelain and tea to a
repository of immense coal reserves. By the 1890s, European and American powers and the Qing state and
local elites battled for control over the rights to these valuable mineral deposits. As coal went from a useful
commodity to the essential fuel of industrialization, this vast natural resource would prove integral to the
struggle for political control of China.

Geology served both as the handmaiden to European imperialism and the rallying point of Chinese resistance
to Western encroachment. In the late nineteenth century both foreign powers and the Chinese viewed control
over mineral resources as the key to modernization and industrialization. When the first China Geological
Survey began work in the 1910s, conceptions of natural resources had already shifted, and the Qing state
expanded its control over mining rights, setting the precedent for the subsequent Republican and People's
Republic of China regimes.

In Empires of Coal, Shellen Xiao Wu argues that the changes specific to the late Qing were part of global
trends in the nineteenth century, when the rise of science and industrialization destabilized global systems
and caused widespread unrest and the toppling of ruling regimes around the world.
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From reader reviews:

John Richardson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Empires of Coal: Fueling China’s
Entry into the Modern World Order, 1860-1920 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Juan Harrell:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is
this Empires of Coal: Fueling China’s Entry into the Modern World Order, 1860-1920 (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian In).

Mildred Bostwick:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended for your requirements is Empires of Coal: Fueling China’s Entry into the Modern World
Order, 1860-1920 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In) this publication consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Jennifer Smith:

You can get this Empires of Coal: Fueling China’s Entry into the Modern World Order, 1860-1920 (Studies
of the Weatherhead East Asian In) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just



like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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