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“Behind the plan of exterminating those innocent men whose only sin was to have supported the legitimate
president of Chile, behind the plan of sequestering their bodies so that no one could find their remains, there
was the presumption that the desert would be a place of silence, that the desert was too vast and forbidding to
ever yield its secrets. There was the certainty that the desert would be barren, quiet, as dead as the men who
had been murdered. Those who committed these crimes were wrong.”—from the afterword by Ariel
Dorfman
 
On September 11, 1973, with the backing of the Nixon administration, armed forces led by General Augusto
Pinochet overthrew the socialist government of Chilean president Salvador Allende. Following Pinochet’s
seizure of power, ordinary citizens began to vanish from the cities and villages of Chile. This process became
known as “disappearing”—the abduction of people from their homes, places of work and universities—never
to be seen again.
         
One month after the coup, a contingent of soldiers boarded a military helicopter and embarked on a mission
later called the “Caravan of Death.” On October 19, the soldiers made their final stop, in Calama, where
twenty-six men were executed, their bodies buried in a secret desert grave. In all, the Caravan murdered a
total of seventy-five people from five different cities.
         
During the first few years after the disappearances, many of the wives, mothers, sisters, daughters, and
grandmothers of the men of Calama met secretly. Frustrated by officials’ unwillingness to provide
information about their loved ones, the women set out to find the bodies themselves. For seventeen years
they searched the Atacama Desert, the driest place on Earth, digging with shovels under a scorching sun,
until they finally found the mass grave containing the crushed remains of their relatives.
         
Paula Allen’s mesmerizing black and white photographs capture the courageous story of these women. The
images reveal an overwhelming love, a heartrending sadness, and an unspeakable commitment to the search
for the truth. Flowers in the Desert puts a human face on this dark period of history that affected not only
Chile but much of Latin America and the world.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Robles:

This Flowers in the Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Flowers in the Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared without we know teach
the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Flowers in the
Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Flowers in the
Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Bruce Benedict:

Here thing why this particular Flowers in the Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Flowers in the Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
publication that similar with Flowers in the Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Flowers in the Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared in e-book can be your option.

Melinda Anderson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the guide untitled Flowers in the Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared can be excellent
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Della Francis:

Flowers in the Desert: The Search for Chile's Disappeared can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Flowers in the Desert: The



Search for Chile's Disappeared yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial imagining.
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