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The long-awaited, fully illustrated biography of an authentic American polymath.

Few twentieth-century Americans lived a more creative, event-filled, and often conflicted life than the
Boston-born aviation pioneer and yacht designer W. Starling Burgess. Orphaned at twelve, Burgess received
his first patent at nineteen, left Harvard, and, following the suicide of the first of his five wives, published a
book of poetry at twenty-four. Among his children was the celebrated author-artist Tasha Tudor.

After launching his career as a yacht designer, Burgess built the first airplane to fly the skies of New England
(in 1910) and was selected as the sole manufacturer of aircraft under the Wright Brothers' patents. He
received the prestigious Collier Trophy "for the greatest progress in aviation." His company was a primary
supplier of both civilian and military aircraft before the main factory in Marblehead burned to the ground in
1918.

After World War I, Burgess returned to his first love, yacht design, drafting the lines for three successive
Gloucester fishing schooners to compete against Canadian entries for the International Fishermen's Trophy
and in 1924 introduced the staysail rig on the all-but-unbeatable schooner yacht Advance. He later designed
the three acclaimed America's Cup-winners: the J-Class sloops Enterprise (1930), Rainbow (1934), and
Ranger (1937). In 1933, he collaborated with R. Buckminster Fuller to design and create the revolutionary
Dymaxion automobile.

Although an occasional morphine user (Burgess was successfully treated for chronic ulcers on the eve of
World War II), he enjoyed some of his most productive years as a naval architect and inventor doing top
secret anti-submarine work for the Navy and Air Force. Burgess was a personality of enormous charm,
physical courage, and energy. He was also, as his son lamented, "a child who will not face hard facts, but
will hide from them and will love the person who shields him from them." The tension between his personal
and professional life had consequences both disturbing and tragic-and provides answers to questions, and
insight into events, that cover the entire span of the twentieth century. Here, at last, is a book that covers the
entire fascinating career of a genuine native polymath.
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From reader reviews:

Agustin Thornsberry:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this No Ordinary Being: W. Starling Burgess (1878-1947), a Biography.

Trevor Wright:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book No Ordinary Being: W. Starling Burgess (1878-
1947), a Biography was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication No Ordinary Being: W. Starling Burgess (1878-
1947), a Biography is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all
the book No Ordinary Being: W. Starling Burgess (1878-1947), a Biography. You never feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Louise Hacker:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This No Ordinary Being: W. Starling Burgess (1878-1947), a Biography book is
readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer associated with No Ordinary Being: W. Starling Burgess (1878-1947), a Biography content conveys
thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different as it. So , do you even now thinking No Ordinary Being: W. Starling Burgess (1878-1947), a
Biography is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Homer Douglas:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be No Ordinary Being: W. Starling Burgess (1878-1947), a Biography
why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.
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