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The life and mind of C. S. Lewis have fascinated those who have read his works. This collection of his
personal letters reveals a unique intellectual journey. The first of a three-volume collection, this volume
contains letters from Lewis's boyhood, his army days in World War I, and his early academic life at Oxford.
Here we encounter the creative, imaginative seeds that gave birth to some of his most famous works.

At age sixteen, Lewis begins writing to Arthur Greeves, a boy his age in Belfast who later becomes one of
his most treasured friends. Their correspondence would continue over the next fifty years. In his letters to
Arthur, Lewis admits that he has abandoned the Christian faith. "I believe in no religion," he says. "There is
absolutely no proof for any of them."

Shortly after arriving at Oxford, Lewis is called away to war. Quickly wounded, he returns to Oxford,
writing home to describe his thoughts and feelings about the horrors of war as well as the early joys of
publication and academic success.

In 1929 Lewis writes to Arthur of a friend ship that was to greatly influence his life and writing. "I was up
till 2:30 on Monday talking to the Anglo-Saxon professor Tolkien who came back with me to College ... and
sat discoursing of the gods and giants & Asgard for three hours ..." Gradually, as Lewis spends time with
Tolkien and other friends, he admits in his letters to a change of view on religion. In 1930 he writes,
"Whereas once I would have said, 'Shall I adopt Christianity', I now wait to see whether it will adopt me ..."

The Collected Letters of C. S. Lewis, Volume I offers an inside perspective to Lewis's thinking during his
formative years. Walter Hooper's insightful notes and biographical appendix of all the correspondents make
this an irreplaceable reference for those curious about the life and work of one of the most creative minds of
the modern era.

C. S. Lewis was a prolific letter writer, and his personal correspondence reveals much of his private life,
reflections, friendships, and the progress of his thought. This second of a three-volume collection contains
the letters Lewis wrote after his conversion to Christianity, as he began a lifetime of serious writing. Lewis
corresponded with many of the twentieth century's major literary figures, including J. R. R. Tolkien and
Dorothy Sayers. Here we encounter a surge of letters in response to a new audience of laypeople who wrote
to him after the great success of his BBC radio broadcasts during World War II -- talks that would ultimately
become his masterwork, Mere Christianity.

Volume II begins with C. S. Lewis writing his first major work of literary history, The Allegory of Love,
which established him as a scholar with imaginative power. These letters trace his creative journey and
recount his new circle of friends, "The Inklings," who meet regularly to share their writing. Tolkien reads
aloud chapters of his unfinished The Lord of the Rings, while Lewis shares portions of his first novel, Out of
the Silent Planet. Lewis's weekly letters to his brother, Warnie, away serving in the army during World War
II, lead him to begin writing his first spiritual work, The Problem of Pain.

After the serialization of The Screwtape Letters, the director of religious broadcasting at the BBC



approached Lewis and the "Mere Christianity" talks were born. With his new broadcasting career, Lewis was
inundated with letters from all over the world. His faithful, thoughtful responses to numerous questions
reveal the clarity and wisdom of his theological and intellectual beliefs.

Volume II includes Lewis's correspondence with great writers such as Owen Barfield, Arthur C. Clarke,
Sheldon Vanauken, and Dom Bede Griffiths. The letters address many of Lewis's interests -- theology,
literary criticism, poetry, fantasy, and children's stories -- as well as reveal his relation ships with close
friends and family. But what is apparent throughout this volume is how this quiet bachelor professor in
England touched the lives of many through an amazing discipline of personal correspondence. Walter
Hooper's insightful notes and compre hensive biographical appendix of the correspon dents make this an
irreplaceable reference for those curious about the life and work of one of the most creative minds of the
modern era.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Bloomfield:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Collected Letters Of C.S. Lewis
is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Shawn Croll:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
list in your reading list is actually The Collected Letters Of C.S. Lewis. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.

Shawn McDonald:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Collected Letters Of C.S.
Lewis or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any
other book likes The Collected Letters Of C.S. Lewis to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like here.

Nikki Kirkland:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Collected Letters Of C.S. Lewis can make you experience more interested to
read.
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