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"The cornerstone of the history of the American continent." --Washington Irving This revised edition
(originally published in 1959) of the famous biography of Columbus by his son Ferdinand was published to
coincide with the Columbus quincentenary celebrations. Benjamin Keen's introduction traces the changing
assessments of Columbus and his Discovery over almost five centuries, as reflected in the writings of
historians, other social scientists, novelists, and poets, and shows how these assessments were influenced by
varying political, social, and intellectual conditions. Keen has also revised his translation and notes to reflect
new information and viewpoints. Ferdinand's book is a moving and personal document. Provoked in part by
the Spanish Crown's attempts to diminish Columbus's role as discoverer, it reveals the restrained emotions of
a loving son jealous of his father's honor. Ferdinand had access to all of his father's papers. At the age of
thirteen, he accompanied Columbus on the last voyage and participated in many of the events he relates here.
The narrative has the irrestible excitement of an adventure story: shipwreck, storms, and battles with
mutineers or Indians. Ferdinand's imaginative insight into the many-faceted personality of the discoverer and
his artistry with words make this biography, as Henry Vignaud has said, "the most important of our sources
of information on the life of the discoverer of America." Benjamin Keen is Professor Emeritus of Latin
American history at Northern Illinois University. He is the author of The Aztec Image in Western Thought
(Rutgers University Press) and many other books.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Miller:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The life of the Admiral Christopher Columbus by his son,
Ferdinand. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book The life of the Admiral Christopher Columbus by his son, Ferdinand. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Michael Walsh:

The life of the Admiral Christopher Columbus by his son, Ferdinand can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The life of the
Admiral Christopher Columbus by his son, Ferdinand although doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Jennifer Mitchell:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The life of the Admiral Christopher Columbus by his son,
Ferdinand why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

James Valenzuela:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the top list
in your reading list is definitely The life of the Admiral Christopher Columbus by his son, Ferdinand. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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