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An unwilling, desperate nun trapped in the cloister, unable to gain release: such is the image that endures
today of monastic life in early modern Europe. In By Force and Fear, Anne Jacobson Schutte demonstrates
that this and other common stereotypes of involuntary consignment to religious houses?shaped by literary
sources such as Manzoni's The Betrothed?are badly off the mark.

Drawing on records of the Congregation of the Council, held in the Vatican Archive, Schutte examines
nearly one thousand petitions for annulment of monastic vows submitted to the Pope and adjudicated by the
Council during a 125-year period, from 1668 to 1793. She considers petitions from Roman Catholic regions
across Europe and a few from Latin America and finds that, in about half these cases, the congregation
reached a decision. Many women and a smaller proportion of men got what they asked for: decrees
nullifying their monastic profession and releasing them from religious houses. Schutte also reaches important
conclusions about relations between elders and offspring in early modern families. Contrary to the picture
historians have painted of increasingly less patriarchal and more egalitarian families, she finds numerous
instances of fathers, mothers, and other relatives (including older siblings) employing physical violence and
psychological pressure to compel adolescents into "entering religion." Dramatic tales from the archives show
that many victims of such violence remained so intimidated that they dared not petition the pope until the
agents of force and fear had died, by which time they themselves were middle-aged. Schutte's innovative
book will be of great interest to scholars of early modern Europe, especially those who work on religion, the
Church, family, and gender.
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From reader reviews:

Salina Juarez:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this By Force and Fear:
Taking and Breaking Monastic Vows in Early Modern Europe.

Percy Cole:

By Force and Fear: Taking and Breaking Monastic Vows in Early Modern Europe can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing
By Force and Fear: Taking and Breaking Monastic Vows in Early Modern Europe but doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

James Bauer:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That By Force and Fear: Taking and Breaking Monastic Vows
in Early Modern Europe can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have
issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have By Force and
Fear: Taking and Breaking Monastic Vows in Early Modern Europe.

James Robinson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and By Force and Fear: Taking and Breaking
Monastic Vows in Early Modern Europe or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes By Force and Fear: Taking and Breaking Monastic



Vows in Early Modern Europe to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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