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In this rich, deeply resonant literary debut, twenty-eight-year-old William Kowalski explores the power of
family, the meaning of history, and the bonds of individuals united and shaped by love--a wondrous novel in
the grand storytelling tradition of John Irving and Wally Lamb.

"Eddie's Bastard" is one William Amos Mann IV, fondly known as Billy, the illegitimate blue-eyed son of
"Ready Eddie" Mann--a legendary golden athlete and brave pilot killed in Vietnam--and an unknown
mother. The last in a line of proud, fiercely individualistic Irish-American men, Billy is discovered in a
basket on the doorstep of the once grand farmhouse that is his ancestral family home, now a dusty, haunted
mansion. The sole inhabitant is Billy's grandfather, Thomas, a bitter and lonely recluse who will raise Billy
on love, fried baloney sandwiches, and the fascinating lore of the Mann family itself. While his birth may
have been inauspicious, Billy's life is destined for greatness. He is a Mann, Grandpa reminds him daily, the
progeny of an indomitable family scarred by success and tragedy.

Through the whisky-tinged tales of his grandfather, Billy learns how the clan's fortune was discovered by his
great-great-grandfather and namesake, Willie, a hero of the Civil War, and how it was lost by Thomas
himself, a veteran of World War II, in a scheme known as the Great Ostrich Fiasco of 1946. As he matures
into adolescence, Billy will eventually capture these stories on paper, a tradition begun by his great-great-
grandfather, who confessed his secrets in a journal he kept throughout his life.

Through the tales of his ancestors and his own experiences, Billy learns of bravery and cowardice, of life and
death, of the heart's capacity for love and for unremitting hatred, eventually grasping the meaning and true
beauty of family and history and their power to shape destiny.
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From reader reviews:

Alyssa Lewis:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just their can
do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Eddie's Bastard to read.

Nathaniel Marvel:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Eddie's Bastard, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Robert Quinonez:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is
this Eddie's Bastard.

Anne Simons:

This Eddie's Bastard is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having bit of digest in reading this Eddie's Bastard can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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