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Fluid preservation refers to specimens and objects that are preserved in fluids, most commonly alcohol and
formaldehyde, but also glycerin, mineral oil, acids, glycols, and a host of other chemicals that protect the
specimen from deterioration. Some of the oldest natural history specimens in the world are preserved in
fluid.

Despite the fact that fluid preservation has been practiced for more than 350 years, this is the only handbook
that summarize all that is known about this complex and often confusing topic. Fluid Preservation: A
Comprehensive Reference covers the history and techniques of fluid preservation and how to care for fluid
preserved specimens in collections.

More than 900 references on fluid preservation were reviewed for this project.●

An historical survey of preservative recipes provides for guidance for museums with older collections●

(many fluid preservatives contain hazardous chemicals).
Current standards and best practices for collection care and management are presented.●

Current and controversial topics (e.g., the preservation of DNA, alternatives to alcohol and formaldehyde)●

are discussed and fully referenced.
Health and safety issues involved with caring for fluid preserved collections are discussed.●

The final chapter addresses fluid preserved specimens as cultural products and their use in art, literature,●

film, and song.

Although most fluid-preserved specimens are found in natural history and medical museums, it is not at all
uncommon to find them in art museums, history museums, and science centers. In addition to animals,
plants, and anatomical specimens, fluid preserved collections include some minerals and fossils and many
other objects.

Fluid Preservation is an essential reference for:
Natural history curators●

Natural history collections managers●

Conservators●

Medical and anatomical museum collections managers and curators●

Art and history museum staff who have fluid preserved specimens and objects in their care (e.g., works by●

Damien Hirst)
Private collectors●

Researchers using museum collections as sources of DNA, isotopes, etc.●

Health and safety professionals●

Exhibit planners and designers●

Museum facilities planners and managers●

People interested in the history of science●

People interested in the history of natural history museums●

Museum studies students●
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Beasley:

The book Fluid Preservation: A Comprehensive Reference can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Fluid Preservation: A
Comprehensive Reference? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Fluid Preservation: A Comprehensive Reference has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Edward Schanz:

Here thing why that Fluid Preservation: A Comprehensive Reference are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Fluid Preservation: A Comprehensive Reference giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Fluid Preservation: A
Comprehensive Reference. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Fluid Preservation: A Comprehensive Reference in e-book can be your
alternate.

Daniel Padilla:

The particular book Fluid Preservation: A Comprehensive Reference will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
see, this book very suited to you. The book Fluid Preservation: A Comprehensive Reference is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Geraldine Moreno:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Fluid Preservation: A Comprehensive Reference will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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