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The Vessantara Jataka is one of the most popular and influential Theravada Buddhist texts and the final and
longest scripture in the Pali Canon. It tells the story of Prince V essantara, who attained the Perfection of
Giving by giving away hisfortune, his children, and his wife. Prince V essantara was the penultimate rebirth
as a human of the future Gotama Buddha, and his extreme charity is frequently portrayed in the sermons,
rituals, and art of South and Southeast Asia.

This anthology features sophisticated literary and anthropological analyses of the ethics of giving,
understanding of attachment and nonattachment, depiction of the trickster, and unique performative qualities
of the Vessantara Jataka. Contributors to the volume include well-respected anthropol ogists, textual scholars
in religious and Buddhist studies, and art historians who unravel from multiple perspectives the text’s
morality, religion, and place in contemporary academic debates. These experts show the Vessantara Jataka
to be as brilliantly layered as a Homerian epic or Shakespearean play, with aspects of tragedy, comedy,
melodrama, and utopian fantasy intertwined to problematize and scrutinize Buddhism'’s cherished virtues.
Unusual for its disciplinary range, this collection helps recast Buddhism as a human tradition rich in ethical
and aesthetic complexity. It also features an introduction describing the work’ s main themes and styles, a
character glossary, and a bibliography.
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From reader reviews:
Richard Hund:

This Readings of the V essantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of Buddhist Literature) book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read
alot of information you will get. Thiskind of Readings of the V essantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of
Buddhist Literature) without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Readings of the V essantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of Buddhist
Literature) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves become full because you
can haveit in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Readings of the Vessantara Jataka (Columbia
Readings of Buddhist Literature) having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

LisaMartin:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you alot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of waysto share
the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Readings of the Vessantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of Buddhist Literature), you are able to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
aqguide.

Robert Alcock:

This Readings of the Vessantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of Buddhist Literature) is great publication for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we
can declare no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole datain it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Readings of the V essantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of Buddhist Literature)
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide
that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , thisreally is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Rita Lattimore:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information



originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update
of news. In this particular modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your

book? Or just seeking the Readings of the V essantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of Buddhist Literature)
when you desired it?
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