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The present issue of Umbr(a) aims to provide a space for the elaboration of the often-uninterrogated relation
between writing and psychoanalysis. For, inasmuch as psychoanalysisis inextricably linked to the speaking
subject, it nevertheless finds its origins and future firmly grounded in writing. Every psychoanalyst whose
training isinformed by Freud's writing, every psychoanalytic critic who takes writing as his object of study,
and anyone in any discipline who reads or writes in the name of psychoanalysis must eventually account for
the following -- deceptively ssmple -- question: If psychoanalysis can rightly be called the talking cure, then
why should it have anything at all to say about writing? The answer to this question will dictate not only why
psychoanalysis can be brought to bear upon the question of writing -- what, for example, characterizes
writing as distinct from speech or even the mark -- but also what psychoanalysis enables one to think about
writing, as distinct from any other possible discipline, method, or apparatus. Or, to put it another way, when
choosing to bring the concepts, structures, and operations of psychoanalysis to bear upon writing, one must
be prepared to account not only for the choice of psychoanalysis -- Why psychoanalysis? -- but also for the
admissibility and relevance of the object -- Why writing?

Indeed, if there is anything that makes psychoanalysis today uniquely situated to approach the question of
writing it is the way in which it inherits -- in a structurally irrevocable way -- the distinction between speech
and writing. Writing has been fundamentally, but almost paradoxically, implicated in psychoanalysis from
the very outset. Freud became convinced of the existence of the unconscious through direct and repeated
experience of its manifestations in the speech and acts of his analysands. However, in order for his singular
discovery to be useful and convincing to others who had not had the benefit of direct experience he was
compelled to write. This point cannot be emphasized enough: Psychoanalysis, asit existstoday, isadirect
conseguence of the manner in which Freud translated and transmitted his clinical experience through the
fundamentally incompatible register of writing. In his case histories, for example, Freud makes it abundantly
clear that what he has written is by no means awholly accurate or linear representation of the course of the
analysisin question. What the reader experiences will not be identical to what Freud experienced. Y et Freud
neverthel ess writes with the expectation of producing the same effect in his reader: arepetition of his
inaugural experience of the unconscious. As readers of Freud, we inherit avery specific relation to repetition,
and that repetition cannot be unbound from the writing of which it is a consequence. In this sense, Freud's
writing has served, and continues to serve, as the base case for a peculiar sort of mathematical induction.
Every reader must repeat the discovery of the unconscious and reinvent psychoanalysis, asif for the first
time, while being constrained by nothing but the economy of Freud's writing. Thisis the Freudian wager:
that the psychoanalysis we invent by reading what he has written will be, somehow, the same
psychoanalysis.
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From reader reviews:
Steven Cruce:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It isagood choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Umbr(a): Writing is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Sylvia Silva:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the guide untitled Umbr(a): Writing can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Cheri Adamo:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Umbr(a): Writing, you could enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can
occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Keith Kemp:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled
update of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just looking for the Umbr(a): Writing when you essential it?
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