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In this sweeping interpretive history of mid-nineteenth-century Chicago, historians John B. Jentz and
Richard Schneirov boldly trace the evolution of a modern social order. Combining a mastery of historical
and political detail with a sophisticated theoretical frame, Jentz and Schneirov examine the dramatic
capitalist transition in Chicago during the critical decades from the 1850s through the 1870s, a period that
saw the rise of a permanent wage worker class and the formation of an industrial upper class.
 
Jentz and Schneirov demonstrate how a new political economy, based on wage labor and capital
accumulation in manufacturing, superseded an older mercantile economy that relied on speculative trading
and artisan production. The city's leading business interests were unable to stabilize their new system without
the participation of the new working class, a German and Irish ethnic mix that included radical ideas
transplanted from Europe. Jentz and Schneirov examine how debates over slave labor were transformed into
debates over free labor as the city's wage-earning working class developed a distinctive culture and politics.
 
The new social movements that arose in this era--labor, socialism, urban populism, businessmen's municipal
reform, Protestant revivalism, and women's activism--constituted the substance of a new post-bellum
democratic politics that took shape in the 1860s and '70s. When the Depression of 1873 brought increased
crime and financial panic, Chicago's new upper class developed municipal reform in an attempt to reassert its
leadership. Setting local detail against a national canvas of partisan ideology and the seismic structural shifts
of Reconstruction, Chicago in the Age of Capital vividly depicts the upheavals integral to building
capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Russell:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Chicago in the Age of Capital: Class,
Politics, and Democracy during the Civil War and Reconstruction (Working Class in American History) will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Joseph Woodruff:

Here thing why that Chicago in the Age of Capital: Class, Politics, and Democracy during the Civil War and
Reconstruction (Working Class in American History) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food
or not. Chicago in the Age of Capital: Class, Politics, and Democracy during the Civil War and
Reconstruction (Working Class in American History) giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Chicago in the Age of Capital: Class,
Politics, and Democracy during the Civil War and Reconstruction (Working Class in American History). It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café,
or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Chicago in the Age of Capital: Class, Politics, and Democracy during the Civil War and
Reconstruction (Working Class in American History) in e-book can be your choice.

Jessica Hodgkins:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Chicago in the Age of Capital: Class, Politics, and Democracy during the Civil War and Reconstruction
(Working Class in American History).



Ethel Swafford:

This Chicago in the Age of Capital: Class, Politics, and Democracy during the Civil War and Reconstruction
(Working Class in American History) is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Chicago in the Age of Capital: Class,
Politics, and Democracy during the Civil War and Reconstruction (Working Class in American History) can
be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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