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"Thisisan excellent work that will lay just claim to being a major treatment of the most significant themesin
the work of Leo Strauss. Sorensen's persuasive and original linking of Strauss's critical study of Machiavelli
with Strauss on reason/revelation illuminates a new dimension of the philosopher's thought." —Walter
Nicgorski, University of Notre Dame

Leo Strauss has perhaps been more cited—and alternately vilified or revered—in the last ten years than
during the productive years of his scholarly life. He has been blamed (or credited) for providing the
intellectual underpinnings of a generation of neoconservativesin political philosophy and foreign policy. But
though he may be cast as a conservative thinker who critiques modernity, to interpret him exclusively in this
light isto reduce him in ways that his self-definition, as a political theorist open to both religion and
philosophy, does not justify.

Kim A. Sorensen clearly lays out the debate surrounding Strauss by reviewing his published work and legacy
since his death in 1973. He then turnsto a key distinction in Strauss's thought—between revelation and
reason, or religion and philosophy—and maintains that Strauss used their mutual opposition to modernity as
acentral theme in his oeuvre. For Sorensen, Strauss considered revel ation and reason both as fundamentally
different worldviews and as alternate ways of understanding the good life.

Sorensen explores Strauss's views on the revel ation/reason distinction through a close examination of the
final chapter in Strauss's Thoughts on Machiavelli. Here Strauss weighs Machiavelli's critique of religion in
general and Christianity in particular, and Machiavelli's departure from the classical tradition of political
philosophy dating from Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. For Strauss, the "crisis of our time" has its point of
originin Machiavelli's rgjection of both biblical and classical morality as guides to the efficacy of political
virtue. For Strauss, Sorensen claims, a recovery of the ancient virtues of classical political philosophy is
essential. Sorensen also shows that while Strauss is accepting of reason, he is also open to revelation. In the
end, he is a philosopher both of Athens and of Jerusalem.
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From reader reviews:
Tammi Kendrick:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the erathat is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choicein your case but the problems coming to a person
isyou don't know which you should start with. This Discourses on Strauss. Revelation and Reasonin Leo
Strauss and His Critical Study of Machiavelli is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Michael Lockwood:

This Discourses on Strauss. Revelation and Reason in Leo Strauss and His Critical Study of Machiavelli are
usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this
Discourses on Strauss: Revelation and Reason in Leo Strauss and His Critical Study of Machiavelli can be
one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
you actually with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Discourses on Strauss: Revelation and Reason in Leo Strauss and His Critical Study of
Machiavelli giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gertrude Ponder:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Discourses
on Strauss. Revelation and Reason in Leo Strauss and His Critical Study of Machiavelli offer you anew
experience in studying a book.

Derek Clancy:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Discourses on Strauss: Revelation and Reason in Leo Strauss
and His Critical Study of Machiavelli can give you alot of friends because by you considering this one book
you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? L et's have Discourses on
Strauss. Revelation and Reason in Leo Strauss and His Critical Study of Machiavelli.
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