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Last and First Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future is a "future history" science fiction novel written in
1930 by the British author Olaf Stapledon. A work of unprecedented scale in the genre, it describes the
history of humanity from the present onwards across two billion years and eighteen distinct human species,
of which our own is the first and most primitive. Stapledon's conception of history is based on the Hegelian
Dialectic, following a repetitive cycle with many varied civilizations rising from and descending back into
savagery over millions of years, but it is also one of progress, as the later civilizations rise to far greater
heights than the first. The book anticipates the science of genetic engineering, and is an early example of the
fictional supermind; a consciousness composed of many telepathically-linked individuals. A controversial
part of the book depicts humans, in the far-off future, escaping the dying Earth and settling on Venus - in the
process totally exterminating its native inhabitants, an intelligent marine species. Stapledon's book has been
interpreted by some as condoning such interplanetary genocide as a justified act if necessary for racial
survival, though a number of Stapledon's partisans denied that such was his intention, arguing instead that
Stapledon was merely showing that although mankind had advanced in a number of ways in the future, at
bottom it still possessed the same capacity for savagery as it has always had.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Huynh:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Last and First Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future. Try to face the
book Last and First Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future as your close friend. It means that it can being
your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Alice Myers:

The actual book Last and First Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future will bring one to the new experience
of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book
to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Last and First Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future
is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Kimberly Foley:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Last and First Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future
can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Eddie McCoy:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Last and First Men: A Story of
the Near and Far Future which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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