
Murder in Victorian Scotland: The Trial of
Madeleine Smith

Douglas MacGowan

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0275964310
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0275964310
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0275964310


Murder in Victorian Scotland: The Trial of Madeleine Smith

Douglas MacGowan

Murder in Victorian Scotland: The Trial of Madeleine Smith Douglas MacGowan

A new look at the life and 1857 trial of Madeleine Smith, the young Scottish woman accused of poisoning an
undesired suitor, this book uses analyses of Smith's correspondence with the victim and her trial testimony to
reveal much about Victorian society, Scottish law, and the woman who received the nebulous verdict of not
proven. The verdict not proven is unique to Scotland: while allowing a defendant to go free, the verdict often
carries a stigma, as it not only indicates that the prosecution failed to prove its case, but also states that the
defense failed to convince the jury of the defendant's innocence. Emile L'Angelier, the son of a working-
class family from the Channel Islands, and Madeleine Smith, the daughter of a wealthy Glasgow family,
were never properly introduced; however, they carried on an illicit affair that would end in tragedy. The
absence of a clear verdict in this murder trial rocked Victorian Scotland and England. The story of the young
girl who (presumably) poisoned her secret lover so that she could go forward with a family-arranged
marriage would live on in print, on stage, and on the screen throughout the following century and a half.

By analyzing the correspondence between Madeleine and Emile, the criminal trial testimony, and the
pathology reports on Emile's body, Murder in Victorian Scotland gives the most complete picture to date of
the events surrounding this infamous crime. This book shows Madeleine's rise from an anonymous defendant
into one of the leading social celebrities of the day. An in-depth look at the writings of Madeleine's
biographers details the variety of ways in which Madeleine and Emile were depicted, various theories
regarding the facts of the alleged crime, and the folklore mystique of the notorious case. Murder in Victorian
Scotland provides valuable insight into the limited world of Victorian women and the great divide between
social classes that doomed the daring relationship even before it had begun.
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From reader reviews:

Patsy Marshall:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Murder in Victorian Scotland: The Trial of Madeleine Smith, you are able to tells your family, friends
and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Demarcus Bechtel:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Murder in Victorian Scotland: The Trial of Madeleine Smith offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Nancy Ochoa:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Murder in Victorian Scotland: The
Trial of Madeleine Smith is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Cynthia Barksdale:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Murder in Victorian Scotland: The Trial of Madeleine Smith was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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