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This accessible introduction tells the American story of religious liberty from its colonial beginnings to the
latest Supreme Court cases. The authors provide extensive analysis of the formation of the First Amendment
religion clauses and the plausible original intent or understanding of the founders. They describe the
enduring principles of American religious freedom--liberty of conscience, free exercise of religion, religious
equality, religious pluralism, separation of church and state, and no establishment of religion--as those
principles were developed by the founders and applied by the Supreme Court. Successive chapters analyze
the two hundred plus Supreme Court cases on religious freedom--on the free exercise of religion, the roles of
government and religion in education, the place of religion in public life, and the interaction of religious
organizations and the state. A final chapter shows how favorably American religious freedom compares with
international human rights norms and European Court of Human Rights case law.

Lucid, comprehensive, multidisciplinary, and balanced, this volume is an ideal classroom text and armchair
paperback. Detailed appendices offer drafts of each of the religion clauses debated in 1788 and 1789, a table
of all state constitutional laws on religious freedom, and a summary of every Supreme Court case on
religious liberty from 1815 to 2015. Throughout the volume, the authors address frankly and fully the hot
button issues of our day: religious freedom versus sexual liberty, freedom of conscience and its limitations,
religious group rights and the worries about abuse, faith-based legal systems and their place in liberal
democracies, and the fresh rise of anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, and anti-Christianity in America and abroad.

For this new edition, the authors have updated each chapter in light of new scholarship and new Supreme
Court case law (through the 2015 term) and have added an appendix mapping some of the cutting edge
issues of religious liberty and church-state relations.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Religion and the American
Constitutional Experiment will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable
book with you?

Alberta Jones:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own free
time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the
e-book untitled Religion and the American Constitutional Experiment can be very good book to read. May
be it is usually best activity to you.

Joan Toon:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually Religion and the American Constitutional Experiment. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Louise Denison:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Religion and the
American Constitutional Experiment.
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