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A debut novel about Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings, in whose story the conflict between the
American ideal of equality and the realities of slavery and racism played out in the most tragic of
terms.
 
Novels such as Toni Morrison’s Beloved, The Known World by Edward P. Jones, James McBride’s The
Good Lord Bird and Cloudsplitter by Russell Banks are a part of a long tradition of American fiction that
plumbs the moral and human costs of history in ways that nonfiction simply can't. Now Stephen O’Connor
joins this company with a profoundly original exploration of the many ways that the institution of slavery
warped the human soul, as seen through the story of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings. O’Connor’s
protagonists are rendered via scrupulously researched scenes of their lives in Paris and at Monticello that
alternate with a harrowing memoir written by Hemings after Jefferson’s death, as well as with dreamlike
sequences in which Jefferson watches a movie about his life, Hemings fabricates an "invention" that
becomes the whole world, and they run into each other "after an unimaginable length of time" on the New
York City subway. O'Connor is unsparing in his rendition of the hypocrisy of the Founding Father and
slaveholder who wrote "all men are created equal,” while enabling Hemings to tell her story in a way history
has not allowed her to. His important and beautifully written novel is a deep moral reckoning, a story about
the search for justice, freedom and an ideal world—and about the survival of hope even in the midst of
catastrophe.
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From reader reviews:

James Hopwood:

The book Thomas Jefferson Dreams of Sally Hemings: A Novel can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Thomas Jefferson Dreams of
Sally Hemings: A Novel? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Thomas Jefferson Dreams of Sally Hemings: A Novel has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Debra Riggs:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Thomas Jefferson Dreams of Sally Hemings: A Novel, you could tells your family, friends as well
as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Steven Dillinger:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Thomas Jefferson Dreams of Sally Hemings: A
Novel can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have
than the others?

Robert Fox:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Thomas Jefferson Dreams of Sally Hemings: A Novel
can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Thomas Jefferson Dreams of Sally Hemings: A
Novel.
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