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In a free society where it often seems nothing is sacred, many feel that one thing at least should be: that
despite constitutional guarantees of free speech, it should be illegal to desecrate the American flag. For most
Americans, no symbol is more charged with emotion, and incidents of its abuse have led many to declare
that freedom of expression has its limits.

When Gregory Lee Johnson burned a flag as part of a political protest, he was convicted for flag desecration
under Texas law, but the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals reversed the conviction on First Amendment
grounds and the Supreme Court confirmed that physically damaging the flag constituted symbolic-and
protected-speech. Robert Justin Goldstein now examines this landmark case and the attendant controversy
over whether protection of the flag conflicts with constitutional guarantees of free speech. He also explores
the case's ramifications for future legal battles.

Goldstein, who has published widely on the flag desecration debate, offers a concise and updated account of
the controversy for students and general readers. He traces the history of the flag protection movement from
its nineteenth-century origins through the enactment of early state laws, and he examines modern incidents
of flag desecration from the Vietnam era to the present.

At the heart of the book is the Johnson case and the political firestorm that it ignited. Goldstein examines the
legal and philosophical issues surrounding the case through courtroom testimony, oral arguments, and
interviews with Johnson, the lawyers (including former Whitewater prosecutor Kenneth Starr and the late
famed "radical attorney" William Kunstler), and the judges who heard the many rounds of appeals. He then
takes us inside the Supreme Court to analyze the justices' reasoning that government may not prohibit the
expression of an idea simply because society finds it offensive. Finally, he looks at reactions to the decision
including recent heated attempts to protect the flag through legislation or constitutional amendment.

Goldstein helps us better understand the human emotion and psychological drama that underlie abstract legal
and constitutional issues and that fundamental rights sometimes are held by the courts to be superior to
majority rule or popular emotion. By demonstrating how competing and often contradictory concepts can be
embodied in the very same symbol, he helps us understand the fundamental meanings of democracy and
patriotism.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Noll:

The actual book Flag Burning and Free Speech: The Case of Texas v. Johnson will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Flag Burning and Free Speech: The Case of
Texas v. Johnson is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

John Valdez:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Flag Burning and Free Speech: The Case of Texas v. Johnson can be
fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Johnny Rogowski:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be Flag Burning and Free Speech: The Case of Texas v. Johnson.

Jeffery Fulmer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Flag Burning and Free
Speech: The Case of Texas v. Johnson.
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