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The collected letters of Peter Abelard and Heloise provide an extraordinarily vivid account of one of the
most celebrated love affairs in the western world. It was an affair that developed into avigorous quarrel and
raised fundamental questions about love, marriage, and religious life, and also provided a uniquely valuable
illustration of the intellectual and religious ferment that is called the Renaissance of the twelfth century.

Abelard was the leading philosopher of histime and avery public figurein France, aswell as being a
fiercely attacked theologian and unpopular abbot. Heloise, his brilliant pupil, lover, and wife, also became a
nun and abbess, much against her will. She provoked this brilliantly written correspondence which is widely
regarded as one of the finest literary compositions of the twelfth century. These letters have for many
centuries given enjoyment to their readers and have inspired numerous creative imitations. They have also
given rise to huge disagreements over their historical content and significance. The collection opens with an
autobiography which contains the story of the calamities that followed Abelard's successes - his castration,
his condemnation for heresy, and the unhappiness of the coupl€'s separation. Heloise's letters show an
exceptional outpouring of grief and bitter recrimination. Y et the correspondence closes with thoroughly
serious, scholarly, and original enquiriesinto the origins and development of pagan, Jewish, and Christian
ideals of religious life both male and female. It constitutes a fundamental source for discussion and debate
about important features of thought and religion in the Middle Ages.

A new critical edition based on all the manuscripts has long been needed. Its appearance here with afacing
English trandation, a full introduction, extensive annotation taking into account recent scholarship, and
detailed indexes will enable all kinds of readers to enjoy the letters and to join the debates which they aways
stir.
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From reader reviews:
Douglas Whatley:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people realy feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem aswell
as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Letter Collection of Peter Abelard and Heloise (Oxford
Medieva Texts).

Robert Robertson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Letter Collection of Peter
Abelard and Heloise (Oxford Medieval Texts) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Milan Allen:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy
read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Letter Collection of
Peter Abelard and Heloise (Oxford Medieval Texts) iskind of publication which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Peggy Dunn:

Asapupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
rea their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Letter Collection of Peter Abelard and Heloise (Oxford Medieval Texts) can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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