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In the thirteenth century, Italian merchant and explorer Marco Polo traveled from Venice to the far reaches
of Asia, ajourney he chronicled in a narrativetitled Il Milione, later known as The Travels of Marco Polo.
While Polo’ s writings would go on to inspire the likes of Christopher Columbus, scholars have long debated
their veracity. Some have argued that Polo never even reached China, while others believe that he came as
far as the Americas. Now, there' s new evidence for this historical puzzle: avery curious collection of
fourteen little-known maps and related documents said to have belonged to the family of Marco Polo
himself.

In The Mysteries of the Marco Polo Maps, historian of cartography Benjamin B. Olshin offersthe first
credible book-length analysis of these artifacts, charting their course from obscure originsin the private
collection of Italian-American immigrant Marcian Rossi in the 1930s; to investigations of their authenticity
by the Library of Congress, J. Edgar Hoover, and the FBI; to the work of the late cartographic scholar Leo
Bagrow; to Olshin's own efforts to track down and study the Rossi maps, all but one of which arein the
possession of Rossi’ s great-grandson Jeffrey Pendergraft. Are the maps forgeries, facsimiles, or modernized
copies? Did Marco Pol o’ s daughters—whose names appear on several of the artifacts—preserve in them
geographic information about Asiafirst recorded by their father? Or did they inherit maps created by him?
Did Marco Polo entrust the maps to Admiral Ruggero Sanseverino, who has links to Rossi’ s family line? Or,
if the maps have no connection to Marco Polo, who made them, when, and why?

Regardless of the maps' provenance, Olshin’s tale—stretching from the remote reaches of the northern

Pacific to early Chinese legends—takes readers on ajourney confounding yet fascinating, offering insights
into Italian history, the age of exploration, and the wonders of cartography.
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From reader reviews:
Luther Kédller:

The book The Mysteries of the Marco Polo Maps gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.

Y ou should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Mysteries of the Marco Polo Maps to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or al subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like open and read areserve The Mysteries of the Marco Polo Maps. Kinds of book are alot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So, how do you think about this guide?

Shane Hern:

Typically the book The Mysteries of the Marco Polo Maps has alot details on it. So when you check out this
book you can get alot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Kelly Mays:

The Mysteries of the Marco Polo Maps can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving hisher effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Mysteries of the Marco
Polo Maps although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucia contemplating.

Mark Smith:

This The Mysteries of the Marco Polo Mapsis new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The
Mysteries of the Marco Polo Maps can be the light food for you personally because the information inside
this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable
by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one.
Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life and knowledge.
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