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Today, a scientific explanation is not meant to ascribe agency to natural phenomena: we would not say a
rock falls because it seeks the center of the earth. Even for living things, in the natural sciences and often in
the social sciences, the same is true. A modern botanist would not say that plants pursue sunlight. This has
not always been the case, nor, perhaps, was it inevitable. Since the seventeenth century, many thinkers have
made agency, in various forms, central to science.

The Restless Clock examines the history of this principle, banning agency, in the life sciences. It also tells the
story of dissenters embracing the opposite idea: that agency is essential to nature. The story begins with the
automata of early modern Europe, as models for the new science of living things, and traces questions of
science and agency through Descartes, Leibniz, Lamarck, and Darwin, among many others. Mechanist
science, Jessica Riskin shows, had an associated theology: the argument from design, which found evidence
for a designer in the mechanisms of nature. Rejecting such appeals to a supernatural God, the dissenters
sought to naturalize agency rather than outsourcing it to a “divine engineer.” Their model cast living things
not as passive but as active, self-making machines.

The conflict between passive- and active-mechanist approaches maintains a subterranean life in current
science, shaping debates in fields such as evolutionary biology, cognitive science, and artificial intelligence.
This history promises not only to inform such debates, but also our sense of the possibilities for what it
means to engage in science—and even what it means to be alive.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

This The Restless Clock: A History of the Centuries-Long Argument over What Makes Living Things Tick
usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this
The Restless Clock: A History of the Centuries-Long Argument over What Makes Living Things Tick can
be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed you with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this The Restless Clock: A History of the Centuries-Long Argument over What Makes Living
Things Tick forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Deborah Anderson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read
is The Restless Clock: A History of the Centuries-Long Argument over What Makes Living Things Tick.

Deborah Anderson:

You can find this The Restless Clock: A History of the Centuries-Long Argument over What Makes Living
Things Tick by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written
or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Deborah Ryan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something
by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra
The Restless Clock: A History of the Centuries-Long Argument over What Makes Living Things Tick.
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