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This book explores Michael Psellos' place in the history of Greek rhetoric and self-representation and his
impact on the development of Byzantine literature. Avoiding the modern dilemma that vacillates between
Psellos the pompous rhetorician and Psellos the ingenious thinker, Professor Papaioannou unravels the often
misunderstood Byzantine rhetoric, its rich discursive tradition and the social fabric of elite
Constantinopolitan culture which rhetoric addressed. The book offers close readings of Psellos' personal
letters, speeches, lectures and historiographical narratives, and analysis of other early Byzantine and classical
models of authorship in Byzantine book culture, such as Gregory of Nazianzos, Synesios of Cyrene,
Hermogenes and Plato. It also details Psellos' innovative attention to authorial creativity, performative
mimesis and the aesthetics of the self. Simultaneously, it traces within Byzantium complex expressions of
emotion and gender, notions of authorship and subjectivity, and theories of fictionality and literature,
challenging the common fallacy that these are modern inventions.
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From reader reviews:

Freddie Patton:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Michael Psellos: Rhetoric and Authorship
in Byzantium will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Lauren Allison:

Michael Psellos: Rhetoric and Authorship in Byzantium can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Michael
Psellos: Rhetoric and Authorship in Byzantium yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Joan Freeman:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Michael Psellos: Rhetoric and Authorship in Byzantium can make you feel more interested
to read.

Terrie Newlin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Michael
Psellos: Rhetoric and Authorship in Byzantium.
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