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For two thousand years the disparate groups that now reside in Zomia (a mountainous region the size of
Europe that consists of portions of seven Asian countries) have fled the projects of the organized state
societies that surround them—slavery, conscription, taxes, corvée labor, epidemics, and warfare. This book,
essentially an “anarchist history,” is the first-ever examination of the huge literature on state-making whose
author evaluates why people would deliberately and reactively remain stateless. Among the strategies
employed by the people of Zomia to remain stateless are physical dispersion in rugged terrain; agricultural
practices that enhance mobility; pliable ethnic identities; devotion to prophetic, millenarian leaders; and
maintenance of a largely oral culture that allows them to reinvent their histories and genealogies as they
move between and around states.

In accessible language, James Scott, recognized worldwide as an eminent authority in Southeast Asian,
peasant, and agrarian studies, tells the story of the peoples of Zomia and their unlikely odyssey in search of
self-determination. He redefines our views on Asian politics, history, demographics, and even our
fundamental ideas about what constitutes civilization, and challenges us with a radically different approach
to history that presents events from the perspective of stateless peoples and redefines state-making as a form
of “internal colonialism.” This new perspective requires a radical reevaluation of the civilizational narratives
of the lowland states. Scott’s work on Zomia represents a new way to think of area studies that will be
applicable to other runaway, fugitive, and marooned communities, be they Gypsies, Cossacks, tribes fleeing
slave raiders, Marsh Arabs, or San-Bushmen.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Applegate:

The book The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast Asia (Yale Agrarian
Studies Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist
History of Upland Southeast Asia (Yale Agrarian Studies Series)? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other;
you can share all of these. Book The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast
Asia (Yale Agrarian Studies Series) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Thomas:

The actual book The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast Asia (Yale
Agrarian Studies Series) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book.
This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Fay Harris:

The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast Asia (Yale Agrarian Studies
Series) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every
word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist History of
Upland Southeast Asia (Yale Agrarian Studies Series) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
may drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Sandra Williams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Art of Not Being Governed: An
Anarchist History of Upland Southeast Asia (Yale Agrarian Studies Series).
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