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John Berryman was perhaps the most idiosyncratic American poet of the twentieth century. Best known for
the painfully sad and raucously funny cycle of Dream Songs, he wrote passionately: of love and despair, of
grief and laughter, of longing for a better world and coming to terms with this one. The paperback edition of
The Heart Is Strange has been updated to include a selection from the Dream Songs alongside poems from
across his career.

The Heart Is Strange shows Berryman in all his variety: from his earliest poems, which show him learning
the craft, to his breakthrough masterpiece, "Homage to Mistress Bradstreet"; then to his mature verses, which
find the poet looking back upon his lovers and youthful passions; and finally to his late poems, in which he
battles with sobriety and an increasingly religious sensibility.

The defiant joy and wild genius of Berryman's work has been obscured by his struggles with mental illness
and alcohol, his tempestuous relationships with women, and his suicide. This volume celebrates the whole
Berryman: tortured poet and teasing father, fiery lover and melancholy scholar. It is a perfect introduction to
one of the finest bodies of work yet produced by an American poet.
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From reader reviews:

Callie Allen:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Heart Is Strange: New Selected
Poems book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Paula Adame:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Heart Is Strange: New Selected Poems as the daily
resource information.

Sheila Rivera:

Typically the book The Heart Is Strange: New Selected Poems has a lot info on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Yolanda Sartain:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Heart Is Strange: New Selected Poems can make you feel more
interested to read.
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