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A wholly original, compellingly human portrait of the "divine Marquis," the enigmatic legend whose name is
synonymous with brutal perversion and desirous cruelty.

Against a magnificently embroidered backdrop of eighteenth-century France, Neil Schaeffer reconstructs the
almost incredible adventures of Donatien-Alphonse-Francois de Sade. When he was a young man, married
off against his wishes to a middle-class heiress, his insatiable sexual appetites and disdain for all forms of
convention drew him into a series of scandals, first with prostitutes and then with his sister-in-law. His
enraged, social-climbing mother-in-law conspired with the authorities, and the result was Sade's thirteen-year
imprisonment without trial. Later, freed by the Revolution, the brilliantly protean Marquis became a
revolutionary leader himself and then narrowly escaped the guillotine. But with the publication of the novels
he wrote behind bars, books denounced as lewd and blasphemous, he was again imprisoned. Under
Napoleon, Sade spent almost twelve years in an insane asylum, where he died at the age of seventy-four
following a final dalliance with a teenage girl.  

Schaeffer reveals the surprisingly unsadistic Sade: his capacity for deep romantic love, his passionate
adherence to Enlightenment principles, his inexhaustible charm, his delusional paranoia. And through a
dazzling reading of his novels, including the notorious masterpiece 120 Days of Sodom, he argues
powerfully for Sade as one of the great literary imaginations of the eighteenth century, one who maintained a
lifelong, ultimately self-destructive argument against the limitations of authority and morality. Based on a
decade of research, The Marquis de Sade is a definitive work that shatters nearly two hundred years of
myth to reveal an irresistible Promethean figure of astonishing complexity.
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From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just their can do
that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
guardería until university need that The Marquis de Sade: A Life to read.

Lana Alvis:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Marquis de Sade: A Life book is readable simply by you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with The Marquis de
Sade: A Life content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Marquis
de Sade: A Life is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Janice Oconnell:

Typically the book The Marquis de Sade: A Life will bring one to the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book
very suitable to you. The book The Marquis de Sade: A Life is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Kimberly Towe:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the The Marquis de Sade: A Life when you necessary it?
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