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A Guest for the Night (first published in 1939 as Germany invaded Poland) is Agnon's depiction of how all
modern movements aside from Zionism secularism, Haskalah, socialism, communism failed to provide a
viable alternative to traditional life. But, he is clear, even traditional life was untenable, because it all fell
apart from within before the first furnaces were ignited in Auschwitz. Even the Guest's well-intentioned
attempt to revivify and to re-engage the lost world of piety is also doomed. The Alte Heim, the old home, can
no longer exist it is a place where we can only be passing guests for the night. Therefore you can't go home
again, but not for the reasons that Thomas Wolfe suggests; rather, because home no longer exists. It has to be
rebuilt, but it can only be rebuilt in the Bayit Hadash, in the new home in the Land of Israel. This is Agnon's
greatest theme in the novel and, in differing ways, throughout his body of writing: The idea that modern
man, modern Jews, are alienated from their spiritual home. While we can't go home again, that doesn't mean
we can't move forward through conceiving of a new home although doing so comes with the great danger of
being caught in the disconnect between the old and the new, between what was and what might be.

Translated by Misha Louvish, with a new Foreword by Jeffrey Saks.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Stern:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have
underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having
chance to stand than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give
you this kind of A Guest for the Night book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Amanda Lara:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this A Guest for the Night, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Joshua Smith:

A Guest for the Night can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing A Guest for the Night although doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Juan Jensen:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The A Guest for the Night provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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