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Chaz Wilmot is a painter born outside his time. He possesses a virtuosic command of the techniques of the
old masters. He can paint like Leonardo, Goya, Gainsborough—artists whose works sell for millions—but
this style of painting is no longer popular, and he refuses to shape his talent to fit the fashion of the day. So
Wilmot makes his living cranking out parodies for ads and magazine covers. A break comes when an art
dealer obtains for him a commission to restore a Venetian palace fresco by the eighteenth-century master
Tiepolo, for a disreputable Italian businessman. Once there, Wilmot discovers that it is not a restoration but a
re-creation, indeed a forgery. At first skeptical of the job, he then throws himself into the creative challenge
and does the job brilliantly. No one can tell the modern work from something done more than two hundred
years ago.

This feat attracts the attention of Werner Krebs, an art dealer with a dark past and shadier present who
becomes Wilmot's friend and patron. Wilmot is suddenly working with a fervor he hasn't felt in years, but his
burst of creative activity is accompanied by strange interludes: Without warning, he finds himself reliving
moments from his past—not as memories but as if they are happening all over again. Soon, it is no longer his
own past he's revisiting; he believes he can travel back to the seventeenth century, where he lived as the
Spanish artist Diego Rodríguez de Silva Velázquez, one of the most famous painters in history. Wilmot
begins to fantasize that as Velázquez, he has created a masterpiece, a stunning portrait of a nude. When the
painting actually turns up, he doesn't know if he painted it or if he imagined the whole thing.

Little by little, Wilmot enters a mirror house of illusions and hallucinations that propels him into a secret
world of gangsters, greed, and murder, with his mystery patron at the center of it all, either as the mastermind
behind a plot to forge a painting worth hundreds of millions, or as the man who will save Wilmot from
obscurity and madness.

In Chaz Wilmot, we meet the rarest breed of literary hero, one for whom the reader feels almost personally
responsible. By turns brutally honest and self-deceptive, scornful of the world while yearning to make his
mark on it, Wilmot comes astonishingly alive for the reader, and his perilous journey toward the truth
becomes our own.

The Forgery of Venus, a blend of erudition, unflagging narrative brio, and emotional depth, brings us
inexorably toward the intersection where genius and insanity collide. Miraculously inventive, this book
cements Gruber's reputation as one of the most imaginative and gifted writers of our time.
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From reader reviews:

John Tibbs:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Forgery of Venus: A Novel is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Graciela Tubbs:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Forgery of Venus: A Novel publication
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Forgery of Venus: A Novel as good book not
only by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by
its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Sandra Gregory:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Forgery of Venus: A Novel
can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Kimberly Mason:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this The Forgery of Venus: A Novel can make you really feel more interested to read.
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