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Does the number of children gunned down double each year? Does anorexia kill 150,000 young women
annually? Do white males account for only a sixth of new workers? Startling statistics shape our thinking
about social issues. But all too often, these numbers are wrong. This book is a lively guide to spotting bad
statistics and learning to think critically about these influential numbers. Damned Lies and Statistics is
essential reading for everyone who reads or listens to the news, for students, and for anyone who relies on
statistical information to understand social problems.

Joel Best bases his discussion on a wide assortment of intriguing contemporary issues that have garnered
much recent media attention, including abortion, cyberporn, homelessness, the Million Man March, teen
suicide, the U.S. census, and much more. Using examples from the New York Times, the Washington Post,
and other major newspapers and television programs, he unravels many fascinating examples of the use,
misuse, and abuse of statistical information.

In this book Best shows us exactly how and why bad statistics emerge, spread, and come to shape policy
debates. He recommends specific ways to detect bad statistics, and shows how to think more critically about
"stat wars," or disputes over social statistics among various experts. Understanding this book does not
require sophisticated mathematical knowledge; Best discusses the most basic and most easily understood
forms of statistics, such as percentages, averages, and rates.

This accessible book provides an alternative to either naively accepting the statistics we hear or cynically
assuming that all numbers are meaningless. It shows how anyone can become a more intelligent, critical, and
empowered consumer of the statistics that inundate both the social sciences and our media-saturated lives.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Mitchell:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Damned Lies
and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists book as beginner and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Loretta Claybrooks:

The event that you get from Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians,
and Activists could be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you
get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Damned Lies and
Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists giving you joy feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read it because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having that Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from
the Media, Politicians, and Activists instantly.

Jesse Harrison:

This Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists is great e-
book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word
or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media,
Politicians, and Activists in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

June Ross:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers
from the Media, Politicians, and Activists or others sources were given understanding for you. After you



know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the
Media, Politicians, and Activists to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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