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One of America’s great miscarriages of justice, the Supreme Court’s infamous 1927 Buck v. Bell ruling
made government sterilization of “undesirable” citizens the law of the land
 
New York Times bestselling author Adam Cohen tells the story in Imbeciles of one of the darkest moments in
the American legal tradition: the Supreme Court’s decision to champion eugenic sterilization for the greater
good of the country. In 1927, when the nation was caught up in eugenic fervor, the justices allowed Virginia
to sterilize Carrie Buck, a perfectly normal young woman, for being an “imbecile.”

It is a story with many villains, from the superintendent of the Dickensian Virginia Colony for Epileptics and
Feebleminded who chose Carrie for sterilization to the former Missouri agriculture professor and Nazi
sympathizer who was the nation’s leading advocate for eugenic sterilization.  But the most troubling actors
of all were the eight Supreme Court justices who were in the majority – including William Howard Taft, the
former president; Louis Brandeis, the legendary progressive; and Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., America’s
most esteemed justice, who wrote the decision urging the nation to embark on a program of mass eugenic
sterilization.

Exposing this tremendous injustice—which led to the sterilization of 70,000 Americans—Imbeciles
overturns cherished myths and reappraises heroic figures in its relentless pursuit of the truth. With the
precision of a legal brief and the passion of a front-page exposé, Cohen’s Imbeciles is an unquestionable
triumph of American legal and social history, an ardent accusation against these acclaimed men and our own
optimistic faith in progress.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Sorenson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Imbeciles: The Supreme Court, American
Eugenics, and the Sterilization of Carrie Buck ended up being making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication
Imbeciles: The Supreme Court, American Eugenics, and the Sterilization of Carrie Buck is not only giving
you far more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Imbeciles: The Supreme Court,
American Eugenics, and the Sterilization of Carrie Buck. You never sense lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Edith Stewart:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Imbeciles: The Supreme Court,
American Eugenics, and the Sterilization of Carrie Buck book as beginner and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Kevin Zavala:

Here thing why this kind of Imbeciles: The Supreme Court, American Eugenics, and the Sterilization of
Carrie Buck are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in
the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Imbeciles: The Supreme Court,
American Eugenics, and the Sterilization of Carrie Buck giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Imbeciles: The Supreme Court,
American Eugenics, and the Sterilization of Carrie Buck. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Imbeciles: The Supreme
Court, American Eugenics, and the Sterilization of Carrie Buck in e-book can be your alternate.

Travis Smith:

This Imbeciles: The Supreme Court, American Eugenics, and the Sterilization of Carrie Buck are reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Imbeciles: The Supreme Court,
American Eugenics, and the Sterilization of Carrie Buck can be among the great books you must have is



definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that probably
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Imbeciles: The
Supreme Court, American Eugenics, and the Sterilization of Carrie Buck forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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