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What should historians do with the words of the dead? Inquisition and Power reformulates the
historiography of heresy and the inquisition by focusing on depositions taken from the Cathars, a religious
sect that opposed the Catholic church and took root in southern France during the twelfth century. Despite
the fact that these depositions were spoken in the vernacular, but recorded in Latin in the third person and
rewritten in the past tense, historians have often taken these accounts as verbatim transcriptions of personal
testimony. This belief has prompted some historians, including E. Le Roy Ladurie, to go so far as to
retranslate the testimonies into the first-person. These testimonies have been a long source of controversy for
historians and scholars of the Middle Ages.

Arnold enters current theoretical debates about subjectivity and the nature of power to develop reading
strategies that will permit a more nuanced reinterpretation of these documents of interrogation. Rather than
seeking to recover the true voice of the Cathars from behind the inquisitor's framework, this book shows how
the historian is better served by analyzing texts as sites of competing discourses that construct and position a
variety of subjectivities. In this critically informed history, Arnold suggests that what we do with the voices
of history in fact has as much to do with ourselves as with those we seek to 'rescue' from the silences of past.
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From reader reviews:

Josue Denson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Inquisition
and Power: Catharism and the Confessing Subject in Medieval Languedoc (Middle Ages Series)? Maybe it is
to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Dennis Rodriguez:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Inquisition and Power: Catharism and the Confessing Subject in Medieval
Languedoc (Middle Ages Series) as the daily resource information.

Millie Goodman:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Inquisition and Power: Catharism and
the Confessing Subject in Medieval Languedoc (Middle Ages Series) is simple to bring you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Mitchell Wilder:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Inquisition and Power:
Catharism and the Confessing Subject in Medieval Languedoc (Middle Ages Series) which is keeping the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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