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A top Washington journalist recounts the dramatic political battle to pass the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
the law that created modern America, on the fiftieth anniversary of its passage

It was a turbulent time in America?a time of sit-ins, freedom rides, a March on Washington and a governor
standing in the schoolhouse door?when John F. Kennedy sent Congress a bill to bar racial discrimination in
employment, education, and public accommodations. Countless civil rights measures had died on Capitol
Hill in the past. But this one was different because, as one influential senator put it, it was "an idea whose
time has come."

In a powerful narrative layered with revealing detail, Todd S. Purdum tells the story of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, recreating the legislative maneuvering and the larger-than-life characters who made its passage
possible. From the Kennedy brothers to Lyndon Johnson, from Martin Luther King Jr. to Hubert Humphrey
and Everett Dirksen, Purdum shows how these all-too-human figures managed, in just over a year, to create a
bill that prompted the longest filibuster in the history of the U.S. Senate yet was ultimately adopted with
overwhelming bipartisan support. He evokes the high purpose and low dealings that marked the creation of
this monumental law, drawing on extensive archival research and dozens of new interviews that bring to life
this signal achievement in American history.

Often hailed as the most important law of the past century, the Civil Rights Act stands as a lesson for our
own troubled times about what is possible when patience, bipartisanship, and decency rule the day.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Long:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this An Idea Whose Time Has Come: Two Presidents, Two Parties, and
the Battle for the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

William Reynolds:

This book untitled An Idea Whose Time Has Come: Two Presidents, Two Parties, and the Battle for the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you
to past this book from your list.

Earline Shepler:

An Idea Whose Time Has Come: Two Presidents, Two Parties, and the Battle for the Civil Rights Act of
1964 can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every
word into delight arrangement in writing An Idea Whose Time Has Come: Two Presidents, Two Parties, and
the Battle for the Civil Rights Act of 1964 yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Jason Faria:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book An Idea Whose Time Has Come: Two Presidents,
Two Parties, and the Battle for the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was colorful and of course has pictures around.
As we know that book An Idea Whose Time Has Come: Two Presidents, Two Parties, and the Battle for the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading this.
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