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Vivid, mysterious and unforgettable, The Butterfly Cabinet is Bernie McGill’s engrossing portrayal of the
dark history that intertwines two lives. Inspired by a true story of the death of the daughter of an aristocratic
Irish family at the end of the nineteenth century, McGill powerfully tells this tale of two women whose lives
will become upended by a newly told secret.

The events begin when Maddie McGlade, a former nanny now in her nineties, receives a letter from the last
of her charges and realizes that the time has come to unburden herself of a secret she has kept for over
seventy years: what really happened on the last day in the life of Charlotte Ormond, the four-year-old only
daughter of the big house where Maddie was employed as a young woman. It is to Charlotte’s would-be
niece, Anna—pregnant with her first—that Maddie will tell her story as she nears the end of her life in a
lonely nursing home in Northern Ireland.

The book unfolds in chapters that alternate between Maddie’s story and the prison diaries of Charlotte’s
mother, Harriet, who had been held responsible for her daughter’s death. As Maddie confesses the truth to
Anna, she unravels the Ormonds’ complex family history, and also details her own life, marked by poverty,
fear, sacrifice and lies. In stark contrast to Maddie is the misunderstood, haughty and yet surprisingly lyrical
voice of Harriet’s prison diaries, which Maddie has kept hidden for decades. Motherhood came no more
easily to Harriet than did her role as mistress of a far-flung Irish estate. Proud and uncompromising, she is
passionate about riding horses and collecting butterflies to store in her prized cabinet. When her only
daughter, Charlotte, dies, allegedly as the result of Harriet’s punitive actions, the community is quick to
condemn her and send her to prison for the killing. Unwilling to stoop to defend herself and too absorbed in
her own world of strict rules and repressed desires, she accepts the cruel destiny that is beyond her control
even as, paradoxically, it sets her free.

The result of this unusual duet is a haunting novel full of frightening silences and sorrowful absences that
build toward the unexpected, chilling truth.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Hamlin:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question since
just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Butterfly Cabinet: A Novel to read.

Keith Cochran:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The
Butterfly Cabinet: A Novel is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Glen Thomas:

The Butterfly Cabinet: A Novel can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Butterfly Cabinet: A Novel but
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial
considering.

Mario Rice:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Butterfly
Cabinet: A Novel will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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