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James Madison’s family traditions were wholly colonial and extended back to the first settlement of
Virginia. With the mother country he had no living connection, and only one member of the family, his
second cousin, Rev. James Madison, received any part of his education there. England was not, therefore,
home to the Madison’s as it was to many other Virginia families, and there were no divisions of the house
and consequent heartburning when the separation came, but all of them embraced the patriot cause in the
beginning and without hesitation. From the shores of Chesapeake Bay, where James Madison’s direct
ancestor, John Madison, received a patent for lands in 1653, the family pushed its way inland towards the
Blue Ridge Mountains, and his grand-father, Ambrose, occupied the tract in Orange County where his father,
James, and himself spent their entire lives. He was thus completely a Virginian, and his life was well rooted,
as George Eliot has expressed it, in a spot of his native land, where it received "the love of tender kinship for
the face of earth." During the eighty-four years of his life he was never continuously absent from Montpelier
for a twelvemonth.

The Virginia convention of 1776 was composed chiefly of men past the middle period of life; but there was a
small circle of young members who afterwards rose to eminence, among whom was Madison, then but
twenty-three years old. He was known personally too few of his colleagues and was mastered by a shrinking
modesty, which kept him in the background; but he had the reputation of being a scholar and was put on the
committee to draw up the Declaration of Rights. He made one motion in the convention, offering a substitute
to the clause relating to religious freedom. It was not accepted as he presented it, but a modification,
eliminating a chief objection to the clause as originally presented by the committee, was adopted. If
Madison's clause had been taken as he wrote it, there would have been no occasion for the subsequent
struggle for complete religious freedom in Virginia, for it was so sweeping that any further progressive
action would have been redundant. The offering of this amendment was Madison's first important public act,
and his belief that it was right was the strongest belief he had at that time.
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Minor:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book The Writings of James Madison, 1769-1783 seemed to
be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The publication The Writings of James Madison, 1769-1783 is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book The
Writings of James Madison, 1769-1783. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Frank Bullard:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Writings of James Madison, 1769-1783 as the daily
resource information.

Billie Gould:

The Writings of James Madison, 1769-1783 can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort
to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Writings of James Madison, 1769-1783 but
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Joseph Myrick:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
you actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just looking for the The Writings of James Madison, 1769-1783 when you necessary it?
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