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Once upon a time, specifically ranging from 1866 until the end of the 1950s, almost all of the attending staff
at Cook County Hospital (CCH)—and thus the instructors who prepared physicians for their roles in the
world—were unpaid volunteers. In all large public teaching hospitals, like CCH, appointment to the staff
was both an honor and public recognition of the appointee’s status, his or her reputation among his or her
peers. Prior to the advent of all-fulltime salaried positions in the 1970s and 1980s, nearly all of the attending
staff were non-paid volunteers. Consequently, for all of CCH history up to that point, the list of surgical
faculty is a virtual “Who’s Who” of Chicago surgeons.

This book examines the development of the medical disciplines that historically fell under the aegis of the
department of surgery at CCH and other similar institutions. The individuals who taught successive new
generations of surgeons were not necessarily famed in their time. Already respected, however, they gained
legendary status as their former students realized just how effectively these men had taught them. From
relevant anecdotes about individual interactions with these instructors to a collection of “quotable quotes”
and historical vignettes and personal experiences from physicians and nurses, this books looks at a unique
time and collection of individuals who conspired to achieve something remarkable. It is more than a history
of a building on Chicago’s west side—it is an inside look at the people who made Cook County Hospital a
center of top-flight medical education and world-class care through the years.

David J. Dries, MD, University of Minnesota Medical School: “This history provides excellent insights
into one of the prominent public hospitals in the United States. Despite limited budgets and complex medical
problems, surgery staff at Cook County Hospital compiled a remarkable academic record during the growth
of this institution throughout the 20th century. Medical historians and students of surgical care, particularly
for injury, will enjoy this peek at their roots.”

Dr. Ken Johnston, The Daily Journal Kankakee: “Every medical doctor has a unique education and
training history, places and people: university, medical school, residency program, special mentors and
attendings, other residents; 40 percent of all contemporary American physicians have had some medical
education at Cook County Hospital (CCH), possibly as brief as a weekend board review or as long as a 7-
year internship, residency and fellowship.…Every soul who ever walked in the door has at least one story,
and History of Surgery is a compilation of the stories of a group of doctors at a specific important time and is
worth a read for anyone with interest in Chicago medicine.”

David B. Hoyt, MD, FACS, Bulletin of the American College of Surgeons: “The editors are to be
commended for their efforts to compile a comprehensive, compelling, and loving reflection on an institution
to which the surgical profession and patients around the world are deeply indebted. I would encourage
anyone who is interested in learning more about the history of our profession and the ACS to read the book.”
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From reader reviews:

William Vogt:

A History of Surgery at Cook County Hospital can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing A History of Surgery at
Cook County Hospital however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you
into new stage of crucial thinking.

Sergio Kelley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this A History of Surgery at Cook County
Hospital reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty A History of Surgery at Cook
County Hospital as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can
break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Amanda Doss:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is A History of Surgery at Cook County Hospital this book consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Calvin Copher:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book A History of Surgery at Cook County Hospital to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion
about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and go
through it. Beside that the book A History of Surgery at Cook County Hospital can to be your friend when



you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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