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The Magic Carpet Ride is the autobiography of a man who has been on a highly unusual musical and life
odyssey for the last 80 plus years. Born in East Harlem in 1930 to Armenian parents who had fled the
genocide, Souren Baronian grew up surrounded by traditional Armenian and Middle Eastern and Balkan
music at home and got swept up in the golden age of jazz all around him, awed by Lester Y oung and Billie
Holiday and Charlie Parker and company that he snuck into the 52nd Street clubsto see. After hisreturn
from being in the army in Korea (awild episode), he began intensive studies with several master teachers,
especialy the legendary Lennie Tristano on the jazz side and the no less remarkable Turkish clarinetist Safet
Gundeger on the Middle Eastern side, and Souren eventually grew into a master musician in both idioms and
later produced perhaps the earliest and later, with his band Taksim, the most accomplished, authentic,
organic "fusion” of these genres. Over the decades he has performed with all sorts of musical luminaries live
and on countless records, has played thousands of gigsin every possible setting imaginable on several
continents, from fancy ballrooms to smoky clubs, dives to chateaus, formal concerts backed by symphony
orchestras to jamming on street corners. He has traveled extensively including to some extremely remote
places, and met all sorts of people. His story will of course be of great interest to those with an interest in
jazz and/or Middle Eastern and Balkan music and the history of their trgjectoriesin the U.S., aswell asto
anyone interested in descriptions of lifein New Y ork neighborhoods and the socio-cultural changesin the
city over the decadesin the last 80 years, or those interested in exatic travel stories, but beyond those
fascinating topics, this book will appeal to anyone who admires a zest for life, because there is unlikely to be
anyone on this planet as filled with joie de vivre and as positive an attitude as Souren Baronian, a spiritual
cousin to Zorbathe Greek. Thisman is still as vigorous and as productive in his 80s as he was decades ago,
and he keeps evolving musically. He may be the best role-model for the fully lived life. His exampleis
infectious, and his story is deliciously entertaining.
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From reader reviews:
Arthur Haase:

The book The Magic Carpet Ride: my life so far can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like abook The Magic Carpet
Ride: my life so far? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The
Magic Carpet Ride: my life so far has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for
you. Y ou can search the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Homer Smith:

The reason why? Because this The Magic Carpet Ride: my life so far is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret thisinside.
Reading this book closeto it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So, it isgood
for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you alot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So, still want to postpone having that book? If | were being you | will go to the book store
hurriedly.

David Bostick:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Magic Carpet Ride: my life so far your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word writtenin a
guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The The
Magic Carpet Ride: my life so far giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Haley Berg:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. Aswe
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we al add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. Through the book The Magic Carpet Ride: my life so far we can take more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book The Magic Carpet Ride: my life
so far. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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