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Understanding the causes of the racial achievement gap in American education?and then addressing it with
effective programs?is one of the most urgent problems communities and educators face.

For many years, the most popular explanation for the achievement gap has been the “oppositional culture
theory”: the idea that black students underperform in secondary schools because of a group culture that
devalues learning and sees academic effort as “acting white.” Despite lack of evidence for this belief,
classroom teachers accept it, with predictable self-fulfilling results. In a careful quantitative assessment of
the oppositional culture hypothesis, Angel L. Harris tested its empirical implications systematically and
broadened his analysis to include data from British schools. From every conceivable angle of examination,
the oppositional culture theory fell flat.

Despite achieving lessin school, black students value schooling more than their white counterparts do. Black
kids perform badly in high school not because they don’t want to succeed but because they enter without the
necessary skills. Harris finds that the achievement gap starts to open up in preadol escencewhen cumulating
socioeconomic and health disadvantages inhibit skills development and when students start to feel the impact
of lowered teacher expectations.

Kids Don’t Want to Fail is must reading for teachers, academics, policy makers, and anyone interested in
understanding the intersection of race and education.
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From reader reviews:
Christopher Cunningham:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for you personally but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Kids Don't Want
to Fail: Oppositional Culture and the Black-White Achievement Gap is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Eric Ballentine:

The experience that you get from Kids Don't Want to Fail: Oppositional Culture and the Black-White
Achievement Gap will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you
get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Kids Don't Want to Fail:
Oppositional Culture and the Black-White Achievement Gap giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the
author of thisreserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it
is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this particular Kids Don't Want to Fail: Oppositional Culture and the Black-White Achievement
Gap instantly.

Jackie Peters:;

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Kids Don't Want to Fail: Oppositional Culture and
the Black-White Achievement Gap can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

Michael Becker:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book isarange of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Kids Don't Want to Fail: Oppositional Culture and the Black-White
Achievement Gap was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to
get book you wanted.
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