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Most modern writers on Petrarch agree in stating that of all his works
the Dialogues which he calls _Secretum meum_ are the one which throws
most light upon the man himself.

Yet no English translation has hitherto been published. A French
version by M. Victor Develay was issued a few years ago, and received
the recognition of the French Academy; and, considering the great
importance of Petrarch in the history of the Renaissance, not merely in
Italy but in Europe, it is time that a similar opportunity of knowing
him more fully was offered to English readers; for there are signs on
both bides of the Atlantic that the number of those interested in him
is steadily growing. The reason for this is undoubtedly the fact that,
as the whole work of Petrarch comes to be better known, interest in him
as a man increases. Mr. Sidney Lee has lately reminded us of his wide
range and predominating influence in the matter of the sonnet in France
and in Elizabethan England, as well as in his own country; and yet that
influence was very far indeed from revealing all that Petrarch was.
It was largely an influence of style, a triumph of the perfection of
form, and his imitators did not trouble much about the precise nature
of the sentiment and spirit informing the style. When this came to
be weighed in the balances of a later day, the tendency of English
feeling was to regard his sentiment as a trifle too serious and weak.
The love-making of the Cavaliers brought in a robuster tone. When once
the question was raised, "Why so pale and wan, fond lover?" there was
really no good answer to it on Petrarchan lines, and the consequence
was that his name and fame suffered something of eclipse among us. But
eclipses are transient events, and when literary England felt once more
the attraction of Italy in the end of the eighteenth century it was not
only Dante who began to resume his sway and to provoke translation, but
Petrarch also. Then attention was turned chiefly to his Italian poetry,
but also in some degree to the general body of his Latin works and to
his Letters, of which it is reported that Fox was among the first to
perceive the high value. In England the pioneers in this direction were
Mrs. Susannah Dobson, who published first a Life of Petrarch in two
volumes in 1775, which had by 1805 reached a sixth edition, and, soon
after, another volume called _Petrarch's View of Life_, purporting to
be a translation, but in fact a very loose and attenuated abstract
of the treatise _De remediis utriusque Fortunæ,_ which nevertheless
reached a new edition in 1797. Then came a volume of Essays on Petrarch
(Murray 1823) by the Italian exile Ugo Foscolo, and a little later a
second Life of the Poet by no less a person than Thomas Campbell, also



in two volumes.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Richardson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Petrarch's Secret: or the Soul's
Conflict with Passion, Three Dialogues Between Himself and S. Augustine is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader capricious experience.

Harold Felix:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Petrarch's Secret: or the Soul's Conflict with Passion, Three
Dialogues Between Himself and S. Augustine why because the excellent cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Leslie Woodson:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Petrarch's Secret: or the Soul's Conflict with
Passion, Three Dialogues Between Himself and S. Augustine can be the reply, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Henry Rodriguez:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Petrarch's Secret: or the Soul's Conflict with Passion, Three Dialogues Between Himself and
S. Augustine can make you feel more interested to read.
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