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Phyllis Rose, after a career of reading from syllabuses and writing about canonical books, decided to read
like an explorer. She "wanted to sample, more democratically, the actual ground of literature." Casting
herself into the untracked wilderness of the New Y ork Society Library's stacks, she chose a shelf of fiction
amost at random and read her way through it. Unsure of what she would find, she was nonethel ess certain
"that no one in the history of the world had read exactly this series of novels."

What resultsis a spirited experiment in "Off-Road or Extreme Reading." Rose's shelf of roughly thirty books
has everything she could wish for?a remarkable variety of authors and arange of literary ambitions and
styles. The early-nineteenth-century Russian classic A Hero of Our Time by Mikhail Lermontov is spine by
spine with The Phantom of the Opera by Gaston Leroux. Stories of French Canadian farmers sit beside tales
about aristocratic Austrians. California detective novels abut a novel from an Afrikaans writer who fascinates
Rose to the extent that she ends up watching a 'Y ouTube video of hisfuneral.

Curious about the life of writers across a broad spectrum of time and space, with a keen interest in the
challenges for literary women, Rose occasionally follows her reading with personal encounters. One of her
favorite discoveriesis the contemporary American novelist Rhoda Lerman, in whom she believes that she
has found an unrecognized Grace Paley?'another funny feminist humane earth-mother Jewish writer.” But

L erman, who becomes a friend, turns out to be not "another” anything: in addition to writing she now raises
prizewinning Newfoundlands and "talks of champion canines with the reverence | reserve for Alice Munro."
A joyous testament to the thrill of engagement with books high and low, The Shelf leaves us with the feeling
that there are treasures to be found on every library or bookstore shelf. Rose investigates her own discoveries
with exuberance, candor, and wit while exploring and relishing the centripetal nature of reading in the
Internet age. Measuring her finds against her own inner shelfthose texts that accompany her through
life?she creates an original and generous portrait of the literary enterprise.
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From reader reviews:
Patricia Diaz:

A lot of people aways spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a book. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book The Shelf: From LEQ to LES: Adventuresin Extreme
Reading it is extremely good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
typically the e-book. Y ou can mOore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Willie Coffey:

This The Shelf: From LEQ to LES: Adventuresin Extreme Reading is great book for you because the
content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information init.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Shelf: From LEQ to LES: Adventuresin Extreme Reading in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , thisis good reading book.

Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Jenna Springer:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thisbook The Shelf: From LEQ to LES: Adventures in Extreme
Reading was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book The Shelf: From LEQ
to LES: Adventures in Extreme Reading has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So, not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Dianna Chrisman:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know that on this



age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore, this The Shelf: From LEQ to LES: Adventures in Extreme Reading can make you experience
more interested to read.
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