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During the colonial period, Laos welcomed the smallest overseas Chinese communities in Southeast Asia,
communities that almost disappeared after the communist forces seized power in Laos in 1975. Yet, this
landlocked country shares a long history with China and even experienced a Golden Age thanks to the
thriving caravan trade between Yunnan and mainland Southeast Asia. The Greater Mekong Subregion
programme, launched by the ADB, has revitalized these historical trade routes, causing thousands of Chinese
migrants to pour onto the new roads of Laos, channelled through the North-South Economic Corridor linking
Kunming to Bangkok. The growing link between Laos and China has alarmed many scholars and
development workers, both Lao and foreign; some even speak of a Chinese ""shadow state"" threatening Lao
sovereignty and territorial integrity. It is necessary to go beyond the image of Laos regularly depicted as a
weak state, a victim of globalization, and of China in particular, to consider a less passive posture. This paper
argues that China's growing presence is far from eroding the power of the Lao communist regime. Instead,
Chinese engagement allows the Lao state to cope with the challenges of globalization and to maintain its
power at the same time. The paper will highlight Chinese engagement in Laos throughout history by
emphasizing their recurrent patterns of intermediation. Then, it will describe how Chinese networks have
become key partners of the Lao state's development policies. However, rising uncertainties over the
neighbouring communist ally's economic potential may push China to revise its development strategy in
Laos.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Christensen:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Chinese
Engagement in Laos: Past, Present, and Incertain Future (Trends in Southeast Asia). All type of book can
you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Joe North:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Chinese Engagement in Laos:
Past, Present, and Incertain Future (Trends in Southeast Asia) is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Nicole Reagan:

Chinese Engagement in Laos: Past, Present, and Incertain Future (Trends in Southeast Asia) can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Chinese Engagement in Laos: Past, Present, and Incertain Future (Trends in
Southeast Asia) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Loren Benton:

Beside that Chinese Engagement in Laos: Past, Present, and Incertain Future (Trends in Southeast Asia) in
your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Chinese Engagement in Laos: Past, Present, and Incertain
Future (Trends in Southeast Asia) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you at times have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!
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