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In Women’s Tanci Fiction in Late Imperial and Early Modern China, Li Guo presents the first book-length
study in English of women’s tanci fiction, the distinctive Chinese form of narrative written in rhymed lines
during the late imperial to early modern period (related to, but different from, the orally performed version
also called tanci). She explores the tradition through a comparative analysis of five seminal texts. Guo argues
that Chinese women writers of the period position the personal within the diegesis in order to reconfigure
their moral commitments and personal desires. By fashioning a “feminine” representation of subjectivity,
tanci writers found a habitable space of self-expression in the male-dominated literary tradition. Through her
discussion of the emergence, evolution, and impact of women’s tanci, Guo shows how historical forces
acting on the formation of the genre serve as the background for an investigation of cross-dressing, self-
portraiture, and authorial self-representation. Further, Guo approaches anew the concept of “woman-oriented
perspective” and argues that this perspective conceptualizes a narrative framework in which the heroine (s)
are endowed with mobility to exercise their talent and power as social beings as men’s equals. Such a
woman-oriented perspective redefines normalized gender roles with an eye to exposing women’s
potentialities to transform historical and social customs in order to engender a world with better prospects for
women. “This work will be a significant contribution to scholarship. Chinese women’s tanci novels in late
imperial Qing and early twentieth-century China are numerous in collections; however, their scholarly
studies are still insufficient. This book covers some understudied tanci texts and sheds new insights in the
studied area. It also brings in association study with other Chinese writing genres during the late Qing period,
as well as comparative perspective within the world culture when possible.” Qingyun Wu, California State
University, Los Angeles
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Mathis:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever they
get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Women's Tanci Fiction in Late Imperial and Early Twentieth-Century China
(Comparative Cultural Studies).

Jennifer Tomasini:

The feeling that you get from Women's Tanci Fiction in Late Imperial and Early Twentieth-Century China
(Comparative Cultural Studies) is a more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the
more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Women's Tanci
Fiction in Late Imperial and Early Twentieth-Century China (Comparative Cultural Studies) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Women's Tanci
Fiction in Late Imperial and Early Twentieth-Century China (Comparative Cultural Studies) instantly.

Clarice Johnson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
Women's Tanci Fiction in Late Imperial and Early Twentieth-Century China (Comparative Cultural Studies)
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Joshua McIntosh:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Women's Tanci Fiction in Late Imperial and Early Twentieth-Century China



(Comparative Cultural Studies) can make you feel more interested to read.
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