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In this examination of stand-up comedy, Rebecca Krefting establishes a new genre of comedic production,
"charged humor," and charts its pathways from production to consumption. Some jokes are tears in the fabric
of our beliefs?they challenge myths about how fair and democratic our society is and the behaviors and
practices we enact to maintain those fictions. Jokes loaded with vitriol and delivered with verve, charged
humor compels audiences to action, artfully summoning political critique.

Since the institutionalization of stand-up comedy as a distinct cultural form, stand-up comics have leveraged
charged humor to reveal social, political, and economic stratifications. All Joking Aside offers a history of
charged comedy from the mid-twentieth century to the early aughts, highlighting dozens of talented comics
from Dick Gregory and Robin Tyler to MiciaMosely and Hari Kondabolu.

The popularity of charged humor has waxed and waned over the past sixty years. Indeed, the history of
charged humor is atale of intrigue and subversion featuring dive bars, public remonstrations, fickle
audiences, movie stars turned politicians, commercial airlines, emergent technologies, neoliberal mind-sets,
and a cavalcade of comic misfits with an ax to grind. Along the way, Krefting explores the fault linesin the
modern economy of humor, why men are perceived to be funnier than women, the perplexing popularity of
modern-day minstrelsy, and the way identities are packaged and sold in the marketplace.

Appealing to anyone interested in the politics of humor and generating implications for the study of any form
of popular entertainment, this history reflects on why we make the choices we do and the collective power of
our consumptive practices. Readers will be delighted by the broad array of comic talent spotlighted in this
book, and for those interested in comedy with substance, it will offer an alternative punchline.
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From reader reviews:
Hans Diaz:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents
ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The e-book All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontentsis not only
giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend
your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with al the book All Joking
Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents. Y ou never feel lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Jocelyn Welch:

People livein this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stressfrom both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read will be All
Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents.

Jose Tiernan:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love All Joking Aside: American
Humor and Its Discontents, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to missit?
What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Vincent Johnson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking All Joking Aside: American Humor
and Its Discontents that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied ssmply by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for al of you
who wants to be success person. So , for al of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may
pick All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents become your starter.
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