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In 1904, the first Scandinavian settlers moved onto the Spirit Lake Dakota Indian Reservation. These land-
hungry immigrants struggled against severe poverty, often becoming the sharecropping tenants of Dakota
landowners. Yet the homesteaders' impoverishment did not impede their quest to acquire Indian land, and by
1929 Scandinavians owned more reservation acreage than their Dakota neighbors. Norwegian homesteader
Helena Haugen Kanten put it plainly: "We stole the land from the Indians."

With this largely unknown story at its center, Encounter on the Great Plains brings together two dominant
processes in American history: the unceasing migration of newcomers to North America, and the protracted
dispossession of indigenous peoples who inhabited the continent.

Drawing on fifteen years of archival research and 130 oral histories, Karen V. Hansen explores the epic
issues of co-existence between settlers and Indians and the effect of racial hierarchies, both legal and
cultural, on marginalized peoples. Hansen offers a wealth of intimate detail about daily lives and community
events, showing how both Dakotas and Scandinavians resisted assimilation and used their rights as new
citizens to combat attacks on their cultures. In this flowing narrative, women emerge as resourceful agents of
their own economic interests. Dakota women gained autonomy in the use of their allotments, while
Scandinavian women staked and "proved up" their own claims.

Hansen chronicles the intertwined stories of Dakotas and immigrants-women and men, farmers, domestic
servants, and day laborers. Their shared struggles reveal efforts to maintain a language, sustain a culture, and
navigate their complex ties to more than one nation. The history of the American West cannot be told
without these voices: their long connections, intermittent conflicts, and profound influence over one another
defy easy categorization and provide a new perspective on the processes of immigration and land taking.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Daniels:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Encounter on the Great Plains: Scandinavian
Settlers and the Dispossession of Dakota Indians, 1890-1930. You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Encounter on the Great Plains:
Scandinavian Settlers and the Dispossession of Dakota Indians, 1890-1930. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet gadget.
It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

James Cooper:

The book Encounter on the Great Plains: Scandinavian Settlers and the Dispossession of Dakota Indians,
1890-1930 can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why must we leave the best thing like a book Encounter on the Great Plains: Scandinavian Settlers and the
Dispossession of Dakota Indians, 1890-1930? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Encounter on the Great Plains: Scandinavian Settlers and the Dispossession of Dakota Indians, 1890-
1930 has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Kowalski:

The e-book untitled Encounter on the Great Plains: Scandinavian Settlers and the Dispossession of Dakota
Indians, 1890-1930 is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Encounter on the Great Plains:
Scandinavian Settlers and the Dispossession of Dakota Indians, 1890-1930 from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Dwight Hancock:

The reason? Because this Encounter on the Great Plains: Scandinavian Settlers and the Dispossession of
Dakota Indians, 1890-1930 is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap
the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any



more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess
such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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