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The Fons Vitae of Solomon Ibn Gabirol (1021-1058/70) is essentially an eleventh century attempt to present
the first part of wisdom as the source of life for the intellectually oriented Jews of the Western world. As
such it suffered almost complete sterility right from the start. Written in Arabic, it seems to have by-passed
the greater majority of Gabirol’s own Jewish contemporaries. And, even when translated in the twelfth
century into Latin by the combined efforts of Ibn Daud (Avendehut), who is better known by his assumed
Christian name of John of Spain, and Dominic Gundissalin it was not immediately recognized as a work in
medieval Jewish philosophy. This was probably due to the fact that the author of this work was designated
by the Arabic form of his name: Avicebron. The florilegia selected and translated into Hebrew by Shem Tob
Fahquera (1225-1290) made scant impression on his contemporaries, if we can judge from the fact that only
one manuscript of it seems to have been circulated. Another fundamental reason for its lack of influence on
the Jewish world may be the fact that Gabirol never betrays his Jewish commitments by the insertion of
biblical phrases or references to the vast literature of Talmudic developments. Indeed, the neo-platonic
linguistic structures and their somewhat Christian adaptations made his work appear positively non-Jewish.
Abraham Ibn Daud (ca. 1110-1180) actually criticizes Gabirol for treating such an important topic, that has
so many religious implications, in a purely rationalistic way and, also, for expressing teachings apparently
dangerous to Judaism itself. Later evaluations bring out the obvious lack of an appealing style, quite
unexpected in a work by one recognized as pre-eminent in poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Alvarado:

Here thing why this kind of The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae) are different and reputable to be yours. First
of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food
or not. The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae). It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae) in e-book can be your substitute.

Jewell Garza:

The guide with title The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae) has a lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find
out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Kevin Diaz:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read will be The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae).

Deanna Thompson:

You can obtain this The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern
era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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